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Christmas 

Christmas is both a fact and a faith, but 
even if it were only a brief season of goodwill, 
a holiday from our forgetfulness of others, or 
just a family festival, it would be welcome. 
At least it is a day of poetry in the midst of 
drab days of prose. 

But the tasks of the days ahead ask us to 
defy dark moods to rise above misgivings and 
work the old alchemy of our faith. Men are 
everywhere dimly aware that a deeper, more 
vivid sense of God—nay, experience of God— 
is the profoundest need of our age. And 
Christmas is that! Once we see that Christmas 
is no legend, but a revelation of God in the 
life of man, it becomes revolutionary, and we 
know it will come when we are worthy and 
ready to receive it. 

Christmas is the theology of civilization yet 
to be. The time has come when man must take 
a step into a higher tange of being or else 
lose and slip back. Christmas is a prophetic 
day, looking not so much backward as for- 
ward. It is a song out of the heart of the 
world. It is not a mortal melody but a divine 
symphony. Because it is far off we know that 
it is not our own music, but was sent into 
the souls of man by one who is as far above 
us as the stars are above the mists . . . But 
the world will fill up with men of goodwill 
who keep step to its music and live by its 
law—men who know that man was made for 
love, because God is love, and that love and 
joy will blend in the final note of the great 
world-song.—Joseph Fort Newton. 

There are three things which Jesus never 
did. He never worried; He never hurried; 
and He never doubted the outcome. 
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THE PEERLESS 


PROMISE 


Text: Revelation 2:28 
the morning star.” 


HEN all other stars have set, and dark- 

\\, ness conquers the earth and sky, comes 
the morning star. It is the harbinger 

of the dawn. It is the herald of the day. In it 
God gives not the light but the promise of 
the light; and men, drawing their weary watch 


to a close, behold the promise and take heart. 


For our world the stars have set, and dark- 
ness conquers the earth and sky. But when 
all other stars have fled, the morning star 
is born! Night, in its darkest hour, cannot 
quench the light. Evil, in its most vicious 
triumph, cannot destroy the good. Socrates 
may drink the hemlock; but his beloved Plato, 
watching the master perish, must pledge his 
life to the teachings that tore from men’s 
minds the shrouds of ignorance. Calvary may 
be crowned with a Cross; but the Strange Man 
who died upon it must pierce the very heavens 
with the thorns that ringed His brow to let 
the glory out. God made the morning star 
for our moments of darkness, and it shines 
against a hostile sky in token of a sure and 
certain power that shapes our ends. The deep- 
ening darkness can only brighten the morning 


star! é 


Obviously, the God whose heroic hallmark 
thus challenges the dark must be a God of 
new beginnings. For only the dawn of a new 
day can dispel the terrifying night. And with 
that day come new opportunities and new tri- 
umphs. How often history has proved it so! 


Dark, indeed, was the occasion when Sodom 
and Gomorrah disappeared in a rain of celes- 
tial fire, and as Abraham peered vainly into 
the veil of smoke that clung to the earth where 
the sinful cities had so recently stood, he must 
have trembled for the fate of the world. Yet 
even as he trembled, a just Lord touched his 
heart with a new purpose and took his hand 
to lead him to a new destiny which was pro- 
foundly to influence the people who one day 
would give the world its Christ. 
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It was a dark day when his jealous brothers 
sold Joseph into Egyptian slavery. Yet out of 
one of the most iniquitous barters that man 
have ever made, God fashioned a new pat- 
tern for salvation as he prepared Joseph to-« 
minister to Israel in her hour of dire need. 


The entire history of Israel is the story of 
a people who walked constantly from darkness 
into light; and, with each successive venture, 
the light shone just a bit brighter in its radia- 
tion from the face of God. 


Never was the world darker than in the 
year when Christ was born. Freedom was a 
forgotten word, and hope was a figment of 
old wives’ tales. No town or village anywhere 
in the known world was a stranger to the 
clank of Roman armor or the ruthless judg- 
ment of Roman tyrants. Men’s taxes were as 
oppressive as their fears, and their fears were 
matched only by their frustrated hatreds. Then 
Jesus came, and the world was free. And men 
recognized their freedom in the brilliance of a 
star that blotted out the night! 


Always the darkness has been followed by 
a new beginning. The catacombs gave way to 
the cathedrals. The slave trader yielded be- 
fore the missionary. The diseased outcast be- 
came welcome in countless houses of healing. 
The untouchable proved to be a brother and 
found recognition in the parliaments of the 
world. 

Men do not easily endure the dark; for 
under its cover they cannot see the quiet 


growth which, in the very nature of life, pro; 
ceeds with its accustomed pace toward the at- c 
tainment of maturity. So they become im- — 


patient and bewail their lot until a new dawn 


reveals a different strength and a new day dis- 
closes a deeper vision for those who have — 


kept their eyes upon the stars. 
Then they understand that the God who_ 


challenges the night watches ceaselessly over " 


a people of new destinies. Where men plot 
their course through the dark by the light of 
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his heavenly beacon, they move unerringly in 
the direction of a world that is closely akin 
to his own domain. And when at last the 
morning sun shines upon a thousand hidden 
glories, they behold the need of new begin- 
nings if there are to be nobler endings. 


Perhaps no one has voiced it for us more 
simply, and yet more forcefully, than a little 
boy who went walking with his father at 
dusk one evening during the Second World 
War. Like all children, the lad questioned his 
father about every new object he saw. At 
length, in the window of a modest home, the 
little fellow observed a service flag bearing 


a gold star; and, with natural curiosity, he 
inquired after its meaning. As carefully as he 
could, the father explained how the gold star 
showed that the son who lived there in this 
house had loved his country so much that he 
was willing to die for it so that people might 
always be free. The little boy was greatly 
impressed, and he walked along in silence for 
quite a while. Finally he happened to look 
up to where the evening star had just slipped 
alone into the sky. For a long moment the 
boy stared at it, his face a mask of wonder- 
ment, Then, in a voice reflecting deepest ad- 
miration, he said, “Look, daddy! God has a 


star in his window, too!” 


NEW YEARS EVE 


W. A. KUNTZLEMAN 


E ACH year the young people of our church provide a program for-New Year's Eve in the 


Church. 


The hour of nine has been the most acceptable. A half hour of singspiration is followed 
by an hour and a half of skits, playlets, readings, pictures, etc. An effort is made to get 
group participation when possible. A short period of time is allotted for light refreshments. 

At 11:15, the congregation as a whole goes to the Sanctuary for a solemn worship ser- 
vice, usually 11:15 to 12:01 A.M., conducted by Candle Light. The people appreciate this 
effort on the part of the young people and look forward to it. The worship service of prayers, 
hymns and psalms, we have found helpful and inspirational, in closing the old year, and en- 


tering the new year, follows: 


SERVICE FOR NEW YEAR’S EVE 
Prayers, Hymns, Psalms 
Invocation :— 


Lord God, we praise Thy mighty hand 
By which supported, still we stand; 

The opening year Thy mercy shows; 
Yea mercy crowns it to its close, 


By day, by night, at home, abroad, 

Still we are guarded by Thee, O God; 
By Thine incessant bounty fed, 

By Thine unerring counsel led. 


With grateful hearts thepast we own; 
The future, yet to us unknown, 

We to Thy loving care commit 
And trustful bow before Thy feet. 


(Pharaphrase of Hymn—Great God, We Sing 
That Mighty Hand) 


I. ADORATION OF GOD 


Hymn—‘Thee We Adore, Eternal Lord.” 


Psalm 8 or 19—Responsively read. 
Prayer— 
Adoration and praise be unto Thee O Lord for 


Thou art our Father. We adore and praise Thee, 
for Thy mercy, love, grace, power, and gentle for- 
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giveness which enables us to call upon Thee as 
beloved children. \ 

We lift our thoughts to Thee adoringly, confi- 
dent that Thou art Father to all kindreds and 
peoples and tongues. Thine ears are ever attentive 
to the cries of little children. Thou hast dispensed 
Thy mercy to the rich and the poor without parti- 
ality. To Thee the weary and heavy laden, the 
troubled and sorrowing, have looked for rest and 
comfort and have not been turned empty away. 

To Thee the prodigal- in the far country has 
returned to be welcomed with an unexpected 
Father's open arms. ; 

The sick and dying have lain their heads upon: 
pillows of Thy heavenly promises. ; 

O, Father, unto Thee the penitent have turned 
and Thou has forgiven their sins and opened the 
gates of Paradise. | Sa 

The widow and orphai, the afflicted and lonely, 
have found in Thee a companion and champion. — 

Kings and presidents, statesmen, soldiers, sailors, 
marines, airmen, and we, Thine unworthy servants 
have been drawn under the shadow of Thy shelter- 
ing care, to this, the ending of another year Thou 
hast graciously brought us and now we raise our 
hearts in adoration as our thoughts are lost in 
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wonder, love and praise. Amen. 


II. THANKSGIVING FOR BLESSINGS | | 
Hymn—"Now Thank We All Out God.” — 
Psalm 96—Read responsively. i a 
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Prayer— 

We remember with heartfelt gratitude O God, 
that Thy mercies have been new unto us every 
morning and Thy faithfulness has been reassuring 
every night. Thou didst send Thy rain upon the 
just and the unjust. The shining sun warmed 
alike the homes, farms, and factories of the good 
and the evil. Thou didst cause the seasons to come 
in their appointed time enabling us to enjoy food, 
clothing, and the necessities of life in abundance. 
Thou didst open Thine hand and satisfy the desire 
of every living thing. 

Because of Thy mercy our days have been blessed 
by peace of mind and health of body, true friend- 
ships, good neighbors, devoted teachers, and faith- 
ful rulers. 

Even when and where there have been tears and 
disappointments Thou hast given grace to endure 
and strength to overcome. 

When we have been wilful and wayward, Thou 
hast corrected us and renewed us in love. What- 
ever patience or steadfastness we have shown, we 
ewe to the blessed help of Thy Spirit. For bless- 
‘ings unnumbered and unremembered, we pour out 
our hearts to Thee, the giver of every good and 
perfect gift. Amen. 


III. CONFESSION OF OUR SINS 
Solo— If I Have Wounded Any Soul Today’ 
—Gospel Hymn “An Evening Prayer.” 


or 
Hymn—"O Thou That Hearest When Sinners 
Cry.” 
Psalm 51—Read responsively or in unison. 
Prayer— 


We bow before Thee in humble contrition im- 
ploring Thy forgiveness for our many transgres- 
sions. Have mercy upon us according to Thy lov- 
ing kindness and blot out all our transgressions. 
Where we have walked in the road of pride, of 
envy, of hatred, or revenge, have mercy upon us 
-O Lord. 

Have we promised and failed to keep? Have we 

hesitated at the crossroad of decision? Have we 
fallen behind and turned our backs upon Thee? 
Forgive us O Lord. 
_ Have we given ourselves to the world? Have 
we carried on trades unjustly and profited by sin? 
Have we been the slaves of vanity? Have we lived 
only for ourselves? Have we failed to care? Have 
we in any way despised Thy Church, the Word and 
Sacraments Have we neglected the Scriptures? Have 
we defaced the image of God in ourselves and 
others ? Forgive us in Thy great love. 
_ Gracious Fathcr, whatever our shortcomings, 
whether in thought, word, or deed, whether by 
ctual commission or omission, we humble our- 
sles under Thy mighty hand and entreat Thy 
orgiveness. 

Cleanse Thou our hearts from stain and our 
1emories from bitterness for Thou and Thou alone 
anst create in us new hearts and renew in us a 
‘ight spirit. We plead this all for the sake of our 

suffering and victorious Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 


IV. PETITIONS FOR PEACE FOR 
OUR WORLD ; 


'ymn—“God the All-Merciful.” 
Psalm—122—Read in unison. 
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Prayer— 

O Thou most gracious God who dost draw all 
men unto Thyself with the hands of love, ordain 
peace for us:— 

Peace in our own hearts. Our hearts fail us 
because we neglect to look after the things that 
belong to our peace. Forgive us for failing to set 
our minds and our hearts upon Thee, Thy love, 
Thy ways, and thus forfeiting our right to peace in 
our own hearts. Grant us that peace which is from 
above, the peace that passeth our understanding. 

Gite us peace among the Nations. Scatter the 
nations that delight in war; break the rod of the 
oppressor. Bring to naught those who stir up 
enmity and strife, that delight in cruelty and oppres- 
sion, May those who are chicf in authority be chief 
also in virtual wisdom and in compassionate under- 
standing of their place of leadership before man 
and God. Grant them those gifts of Thy Spirit 
which will cause them to fear and honor Thy name 
and have respect unto Thy universal law of love 
towards all mankind. 

Remember Thy Church from one end of the 
earth to the other. Preserve it in peace, protect it 
from dangers without, from strife within, that 
amidst the confusions and distractions of this day, 
men may everywhere be freed from superstition, 
ignorance, and unbelief, and brought into a living 
relationship with Christ, whom to know is perfect 
peace. Hasten the day when all people may with 
thankful devotion praise Him who saves from 
peril and sword, and sing in chorus from ocean 
unto ocean, “Peace to all nations and praise to our 
Lord.” Amen. 


V. INTERCESSION FOR THE SUFFERING 
MULTITUDE 


Hymn—‘‘From Greenland’s Icy Mountains.” 


Psalm 90—Read responsively. 


Prayer— 

O, Thou, who didst look with compassion upon 
the multitude and lay Thy hand of healing tend- 
erly upon the distressed, be near unto all who fear 
the cold of winter, wondering what other ill the 
New Year will bring. Especially do we plead for 
those who suffer because wats have destroyed their 
homes, their loved ones, their livelihood, and their 
faith. Have mercy upon those especially who are 
bereft of friends, families, and loved ones. 

Be with the impoverished peoples of the world. 
Keep them from cynicism and despair. Protect them 
from godless oppression and every form of tyranny. 
Kindle a prophetic flame among the Christians in” 
all places where evil forces thwart their efforts— 
limit their freedom, and despoil their heritage. 

Stir up the well springs of generosity within us 
that we who have been blessed so richly in so many 
ways may find no rest or peace until we have opened 
wide our hearts and our hands to help relieve the 
sufferings of the multitude who are without the 
ordinary necessities of life. These things we pray 
through the Compassionate Christ. Amen. aoe 


VI. DEDICATION OF SELF 
Hymn—‘Living For Jesus, A Life That Is _ 
Tet. 

Apostles’ Creed—In unison. 

Prayer— Ag 

Words of Hymn ‘Another Year Is Dawn- 

(See Page 405) 
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Our Denominational 
Tower of Babel 
HO was it who said “The children 
\ of this world are wiser in their genera- 
tion than the children of light?’ That 
is an observation one is frequently forced to 
make, if one’s eyes are half open and half 
perceptive. 

The thought comes as my mind drifts back 
to the jungles of the Philippines, in retro- 
spect. 

English is the National language of the 
Philippines. It is used not only everywhere, 
but in every way, for the Native of the archi- 
peligo, more proud than he can say of his 
ability with the English language, speaks it 
with an indefinable and certainly an inimi- 
table Tagalog accent, which not infrequently 
makes it impossible to the one unfamiliar with 
the complexities of the Tagalog dialect, to 
comprehend and understand, as though it were 
pure Tagalog. 

So far as vocabularies are concerned, the 
average English vocabulary of ‘the Filipino is 
fine, if not elaborate. They use good English 

_ words and possibly we could profit if our 

vocabulary were as good as theirs. Yet, that 

does not keep them from stirring up the risi- 

bles of the ‘visitor by the frequent alterations 

they make in both the sedate and slang use of 

our language. As, for instance, you'd prob- 

ably bite your lip to keep back the smile if 

you heard a university graduate and emi- 

- nently successful business man say, ‘“That’s 

right, you hit it right in the. middle of the 

bull,” or saw the sign in the tailor-shop, 
“Pants for sale. Twelve peso a pant.” 

But, I’m digressing from my initial idea. 
In the Philippine Islands there are, if memory 
serves, some 57 Provinces or States, each of 
_ which has its own Provincial dialect. So di- 
_versified are these dialects that more often 
than not a citizen of one Province cannot be 
understood in the adjoining Province, nor 
can he understand their language. 

Picture our U. S. A. with each state having 
‘its own language! When you who live in 
South Carolina say,—travel into North Caro- 
lina—you’d be in a foreign country whose 


language you could not understand. It would 
be confusion compounded — an intollerable 
situation. 

So it was some yeats back that, to over- 
come this many-sided National division of 
tongues, English was designated as the Na- 
tonal Language and while their English is 
spelled, if not spoken as ours, it at least gives 
the Filipinos a unity of tongue they had not 
before and they are more one people today 
than erstwhile. 


Now—about the children of this world and 
those of light. We of the Church like to think 
of ourselves as the latter, yet in our narrow, 
restricted interpretations of Scripture of minor 
significance, we have worked directly opposite 
the line of wisdom followed by the Filipino. 
They labored successfully toward unification. 
We labor, bigottedly, toward divisiveness. We 
have split the “Unity of the Spirit” until our 
spiritual dialects are legion and their effec- 
tiveness partial at best. 

We can't change it all in a trice, but the — 
good Lord knows we won’t change it at all 
unless there is a sizeable move toward a re- — 
united Christendom, so that when we sing, 
“All One Body ,We . . .”’ everyone will know. 
to what the reference applies, and every one © 
will mean the same thing. =: 

We should be able with minimum effort 
to sense the fact that the language of Christi- 
anity can’t be used successfully, if it is all 
cluttered up with countless and diversified — 
Tagalog accents and pronunciations. Have we 
reared a Spiritual Tagalog Tower of Babel? 
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Sentences To Serve ‘ig 

Epictetus, the Stoic philosopher who. ‘was — 
born about fifty years before the birth of — 
Christ, said: “Whenever a man is against his — 
will, that to him is a prison.” ae 

The other day we read a statement that set 
off a train of thought: ‘The best things done — 
in this world are being done by people who 
do not feel like it.” Sa 


a0: 


On the other hand we find ourselves etumes 
bling because we are doing the thing we do 
not want to do but feel that it is our portion — 


Ek 


and there is no help for it. The singer on the 
stage wishes he were the listener in the audi- 
ence. And the other way around. 


The bank president looks out of the win- 
dow and sees a man digging a ditch. He 
wishes that he could go home like that humble 
toiler and enjoy a plate of corned beef and 
not worry about his ulcers. While the digger 
envys the banker. 


So, in every citcumstance, trade, profes- 
sion, vocation, calling, men and women would 
like to trade places, position, prestige, job. 
We have all served terms and are still doing 
time, under the rule of Epictetus who arrived 
at his conclusion so long ago. Everything that 
we enjoy, the plays we see, the music we listen 
to, the books we read, the pictures we ad- 
mire, the sermons that help and inspire us, 
all are the products and works of others, which 
they had to slave at, now and then. 


Men do not own things. Things own men. 
The shepherd does not own the sheep. The 
sheep own the shepherd. The minister, if he 
is worth his salt, if he is a good minister of 
Jesus Christ is literally the slave of his church. 
He does not have a calling. His calling has 

him. All true living is based on service. This, 
in spite of the fact that we have moments 
when we wish we had chosen some other 
theatre of action. But to change does not alter 
the fact. The chains are still there. Ralph 
Waldo Emerson summed up this theme with 
the words “All great men are compelled men.” 
- Not necessarily those who are great as we 
understand the word. But it is a mark of 
greatness, however humble the place, when a 
job is conscientiously done. Thus the world is 
given good mothers, good fathers, good teach- 
_ ers, good craftsmen, good people. 


The ministry is not the man using the Gos- 
pel. It is the Gospel using the man. We do 
not get religion. Religion gets us. Our em- 
ployments, pursuits, occupations and profes- 
sions, like prison sentences, are inevitable and 
we must all serve them. 


Consider that word must. It plays such a 
large part in our thinking and doing. And 
when we are supposed to be at our best, it is 
that we must be born again. When some part 
of the body rebels we must see a doctor. 
Probably it will mean that we must have an 
_ operation. It is our acceptance and obedience 
to this situation that eventually makes for a 
better world, individually and collectively. 
Charles Kingsley said in Hypatia “I don't 

“want to possess a faith. I want a faith to pos- 
st ”_Richard Braunstein. 
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SALOONS GET THE MONEY 
Taxpayers the Bill 

New York, N. Y.—''This city has between 200,- 
000 and 300,000 chronic alcoholics,’ says Listen 
magazine, 

“The probable annual cost to the victims and the 
community is $200,000,000. 

“This toll includes $50,000,000 in lost wages 
and perhaps $13,000,000 in home relief, nearly a 
tenth of the city’s entire relief bill. 

"So says the Welfare and Health Council of New 
Yoik City as reported in the New York TIMES. At 
the same time, existing facilities are grossly inade- 
quate for treating its victims. 14,025 cases were 
treated during 1951 in nineteen metropolitan insti- 
tutions. 

“Magnitude of the situation is further empha- 
sized by these additional facts: 


“City home relief costs run at the rate of $2.- 
600,000 for each 1,000 families. Commissioner 
McCarthy says it would be consetvative to estimate 
that 5,000 familics are on relief in the end product 
of alcoholism.” Ten thousand of the 14,590 admis- 
sions to Riker’s Island Workhouse in 1951 were 
due to alcoholism. 


Of the men 85 per cent ate between 35 and 55 
years of age, the prime years of achievement. The 
alcoholic’s life span is reduced by twelve years. 
“The council’s report also noted greater crime 
proneness among alcoholics. Their homes are more 
often broken. Seventy per cent of marital cases in 
the city’s Home Term Court involve alcoholism.” 
—Civic Bulletin. - 


New Year’s Eve 


“(Continued from Page 403) 


ing’’—Congtegation reads it while or- 
ganist plays soft accompaniment. 


1, Another year is dawning 

Dear Father let it be 

In working or in waiting 
Another year with Thee; 

Another year of leaning —— 
Upon Thy loving breast, 

Another year of trusting 
Of quiet, happy rest. 


De Another year of mercies, 
Of faithfulness and grace, 
Another year of gladness 
In the shining of Thy face; 
Another year of progress, 
Another year of praise, 
Another year-of proving 
Thy presence all the days. 


3. Another year of sérvice, bois 
Of witness for Thy love, = ied 

Another year of training eee) 

For the holier work above; Brae. yh 

Another year is- dawning, aay 

Dear Father let it be ig Sema 

On earth, or else in heaven, tn 

Another year for Thee. Amen. 
Benediction. poe 
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THE CHURCH 
: at WORK 


Strength From God 

“The most diffcult task a preacher faces is 
to be ready, Sunday after Sunday, with a ser- 
mon. There is a difference between having 
to say something and having something to 
say, and he wants to have something which 
will prove as helpful as possible to his peo- 
ple. Yet you cannot make a sermon as you 
can make a kite, for the materials are of a 
different nature. You who write and speak, 
know that you cannot command creative 
thought as readily as you can gather sticks 
and paper for a kite. The pressure of the 
relentless recurrence of the Sabbath has driven 
more than one good man out of the pulpit, 
for no preacher can sleep soundly until he 
has his sermon for Sunday in his mind. 

“For a few years my method of work was to 
select a text and get to work on it Tuesday morn- 
ing. Commentaries were consulted and references 
noted in former reading were studied. Yet before 
beginning to write, it is essential to know where 
you afe going; that is, to see the truth of the 
texts organized into outline form. That is the cre- 
ative part of the job. It does not come by the 


clock! So I would waste one or two or. three 
mornings waiting for the outline to come. 


“Then I remembered something I had learned in 
school some years before; namely: that there is a 
part of the mind which is called the subconscious, 
and that the way to make it work for you while 
you sleep is this: first of all, to get the facts on a 
problem and study them hard, then to forget the 
whole thing for a while and let the mind lie fal- 
low. It is the same thing you do when you say 
you want to ‘sleep on’ a question before your deci- 
sion. During the time the mind lies still and quiet, 


_the subconscious gets to work and gives you the 


answer you want. 


“Therefore, what I did was to move up my work 
schedule just one week. Instead of waiting for the 
Tuesday before the Sunday a text was to be used, 
I did the reading and thinking the Tuesday pre- 
ceding; and in all of those years since, the law has 
not failed to work. Always by the time I was 
ready to start writing, the outline had taken shape.” 


This testimony by the Rev. John A. Red- 
head, First Presbyterian Church, Greensboro, 
N. C.,, in his booklet, “More Power To You,” 
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published by The Upper Room, in the series 
on life’s problems. The 31-pages of this book- 
let will give you a new outlook on life, duties 
and privileges, and above all point the way to 
achievement according to His will. 

Other booklets in the series are: 

“Making God Real,’ David A. MacLenan., 

“How Does God Guide Us?” E.. Stanley 
Jones. 

“The Mystery of Pain,” Leslie D. Weather- 
head. 

“A Dwelling Place For 
Hewitt. 

Single copies 15c; 10 copies $1.00; 100 or 
more 7c each. Order from The Upper Room, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


God,” Arthur 


Christmas Supplies 

If you have not as yet secured your ‘‘Christ- 
mas’’ supplies catalog from Standard Pub. — 
Company, write for it today. The address 
is given elsewhere in this issue, see Buyer’s 
Guide for page number. 


Unfinished Reformation 


It would be appropriate if we Christians cut — 
down and shortened some of our theological orna- 
ments and behavioristic accoutrements. Preachers 
could well cut down on their long sermons. People 
would remember more of what the preacher said — 
if he said less. At our business meeting we could 
cut down on our reports. More people would at-~ 
ee the business meetings if they were not so — 
ong. ae 

The pope has set a good example. He has told — 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy to simplify their — 
vestments and to reduce the length of their trains. ~ 
He ordered that the tail of the cardinal gown, 
ranging from six to nine feet, be done away, and — 
that seven to ten feet be cut from the flowing capes. 

Now perhaps we Protestants could also benefit — 
by~a similar reform. We doubt that our churches © 
would be in darkness if candles were removed. — 
Everyone knows what the cross symbolizes, but few 
know what the candles symbolize. ae 

It might also be a good thing to shorten ou 
garments of pride so that they no longer drag or 
show when we attend church services. Let our 
honors, degrees or diplomas be stored away in the — 
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The Exposi 


closets. But let us adorn ourselves in humility of 
mind, and esteem others better than ourselves. 

Let us humbly wear ihe robes of righteousness 
and the garments of praise. They are short and 
do not drag in the dirt—Covenant Weekly. 


Tracts Available 

“God Made Me a Movie Star!’ Containing 
testimony of Redd Harper. 

“The Caliph and The Cat,” by Rev. Herr- 
hann G. Braunlin. 

“Why Look At the Jews?” by Dr. Solomon 
Birnbaum, a Herbrew Christian. 

“A Thanksgiving Day Message,” by Ed- 
win Raymond Anderson. 

Sample copies may be obtained from the 
American Tract Society, 21 West 46th Street, 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Universal Bible Sunday 
December 13, 1953 
“The Book of Hope’ is the theme for 

Worldwide Bible Reading plans from Thanks- 
giving Day, 1953, through Christmas Day. 
In addition to the plans, programs, Scripture 
selections, etc., offered by the American Bible 
Society, 450 Park Avenue, New York 22, N. 
_Y., they are ready to assist any pastor with 
Audio-Visual materials from the nearest Dis- 
trict Office. Loaned free are— 

At Work With The Word 

The Word Giveth Light 

The Whole Armor 


in 16mm sound films in color; in 35mm color 


sound filmstrip, available at rental fee of 
- $2.50, “The Good Book.’ Pastors are en- 
‘couraged to write the above address for addi- 
tional items,—bookmarks listing Bible pas- 
sakes, Church Bulletins, Bulletin inserts, Post- 
ers, and Offering Envelopes for use in this 
effort. gs 


Chicago Department Store 
Starts Selling Insurance : 
Customers at Carson Pirie Scott & Company, 
Chicago Department Store, may now purchase 
and insure these items, buy life insurance, car 
and home insurance, all without leaving the 
store, and premiums may be charged the same 
as a pair of hose or a suit of clothing. 
John T. Pirie, Jr., President, believes “his 

is the first department store anywhere to offer 
such a service.” 


Lusty Laughter 

Good Tonic 
Laugh it off, and live longer! advises the 
Illinois State Medical Society, and adds, 
“There’s some basis in physiological fact for 
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use of the term ‘hearty’ in describing laughter. 
Laughter brings about relaxation, which eases 
the strain on heart, and also stimulates adrenal 
glands to pour more fluid into the blood- 
stream, which in turn tones up the muscular 
coat of the blood vessels and heart, and cir- 
culation is fired up. 

“Guffaws also ventilate the lung spaces and 
exercise the glands of the neck and throat; 
laughter is also a boon to the mind, providing 
an emotional pick-me-up for many people, 
and promotes peace of mind. Folks can’t fight 
when they’re laughing. 

“Maybe it’s time to plug for peace with a 
quip! 

‘Sometimes you can overdo laughter. There 
have been cases of people who have literally 
died laughing. It is not unusual for a case of 
hiccups to develope during laughter because 
of a sudden contraction of the diaphragm. 

“On the other hand, a doctor related experi- 
ence with one patient whose life was des- 
paired of at 37-years of age after several op- 
erations, and actually laughed her way back to 
health to live to 103; laughter being one in- 
fectious agent against which no one should 
ever be immunized. 


Slave Auction a Feature 
Of Church Fair 


The annual Fall Fair of the Bowmansville 


~ Methodist Church, western New York, opened 


with a parish-hall harvest supper and closed 
with a “‘slave auction” some days later. 

Members of the church auctioned them- 
selves off for various services—baby sitters, 
carpenters, hairdressers, window washers, dish 
washers, human lawn mowers, cooks and 
homemade breadmaker — with funds for the 
services to be paid into the fair fund. A near- 
by country store was stocked with homemade 
foods, which also were auctioned off before 
the close of the fair. 


Expert Gives Rules 

For Meeting Problem 
of Young Delinquents 

Although juvenile delinquency is one of our 

greatest problems and may grow still worse, 

it can be effectively combated if teachers, pa- 

rents and others who deal with children doa 
different kind of job than they have been — 
doing, according to Charles W. Leonard, Supt. 
of Illinois State Training School for Boys, 
Quincy. He and other authorities in the field 
of juvenile delinquency offered suggestions for 
juvenile guidance at the institute for mental — 
health, Marquette University— 


“ 
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1. Treat all children, delinquents and non- 
delinquents, alike in the classroom. “It doesn’t 
help to give the delinquent good treatment at 
a training school if parents or teachers reject 
him afterward. 

2. Look for symptoms of delinquency and 
emotional problems in children. When they are 
found, try to see to it that the child gets the 
help of some social agency. 

3. Children need to be reassured, if they 
have the feeling that a disease or injury they 
have suffered is punishment for some wrong- 
doing. A good technique with such children 
is to explain the “guilt feeling” to the parents 
while the child is playing in the room. He 
will pretend he is not listening—but will hear 
and understand. 

4. A sound, healthy home atmosphere is a 
very important factor in combating juvenile 
delinquency. Twenty-five percent of the chil- 
dren going to one center in the area are from 
unstable and inadequate homes. Parents must 
teach children. by example the meaning of 
courage, patience, calmness in times of trouble. 

It was estimated that within the next few 
years “children in the age group 10-17 will 
increase by 42%, and juvenile delinquency 
can grow by that same percentage, if parents, 
teachers and community leaders fail in their 
responsibility.” 

(The church was not mentioned in these 
items, but since most of the institute mem- 
bers are church jeaders, one must assume that 
they apportion a major part of the responsi- 
bility for child care to the church, functioning 
on its own, through homes and schools, and 
community activity.) 


Incredible Ideas Fill 
New Bank 

Step inside John Yost’s new bank and you'll 
find ideas borrowed from supermarkets, disc 
jockeys and submarines, according to a report 
from Pikeville, Kentucky, and accounts for 
the people in the area calling him “fabulous.” 

There are free umbrellas when it rains, free 
dogwood trees, sunflowers and gladioli bulbs, 
a 100-record juke box to serenade customers, 
and for those in a hurry, Yost has his ‘“‘snorkel 
service’ at a street corner consisting of a con- 
crete box-like thingamagig with a window and 
a tiny elevator inside. All the motorist has to 
do is press a button alerting the teller in the 
_ basement below, then send down his bank 
book and deposit. By use of a periscope on the 
box, the customer does not have to leave his 
car. 
_ “TI want to give people service like they 
_ want it,” says Yost, who dislikes stodgy tradi- 
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tion. To dress up the bank, he hired young, 
good-looking workers, and adds: 

“The public is entitled to the best in ser- 
vice, personality and good-looks from those 
who work in a bank as well as from those 
who serve them in other capacities.” 

To keep employees happy, Yost installed 
lounges and a kitchen for them to cook meals 
during lunch periods. A banker for 35 years, 
he decided to incorporate about a year ago, and 
five days after moving into temporary quarters 
had $300,000 in cash on deposit, and within 
a year built up resources to $4,000,000, with 
3,600 depositors, most of whom he knows by 
their first names. He gives as much attention 
to a farmer seeking a $50 loan as he does to 
an investor of the local utility or railroad 
office, and the bank’s books have yet to record 
a loss on a loan. 


When leaders in any field, church or other- 
wise, learn the cardinal fact that they deal 
with individual people, rather than with “Old 
Family Names,” ‘Wealthy Industrialists,” 
“Political Figures,’ “Prestige,” and other like 
myths, people will respond and the project 
becomes a success. 


Telephone System For 
Inside Homes 

The “install-it-yourself” enthusiasts seem to 
be in for a banner season, according to a 
report from New York in mid-October, 1953. 
A special telephone system has been tailored 
for use inside the home (or other buildings) 
“and the man of the house can sig up the 
system with ease.” — 
_ The “Duo-Com’ utilizes two small desk- 
type phones to provide instant communica- 
tion with nursery, workshop, kitchen and 
other parts of the set-up, and operates with- 
out need for dialing, switchboard or press-to- 
talk key. It is said to be versatile enough for 
farms and offices, as well, the unit being. 
powered by a single six-volt battery. d 


= 


Have You Prayed About It? 
Have you prayed about it, friend? 
You wonder what is best? aa 

~ Then place the matter in His hands 
And leave te Him the rest, De i. 
The load is lifted when you pray; & 
Your heart will lose its sigh = = 
When you give all into His hands 
As He is standing by. ms 


The Exeposi 


Text: Jer. 17:7—"Blessed is the man that 
trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the 
Lord is.” 

N THE Sermon on the Mount Jesus pro- 
nounced beatitudes on the poor, the meek, 
the merciful, the pure in heart, the perse- 

cuted, and the peacemakers; but scattered 

here and there throughout the Bible we find 

a number of “other beatitudes.’’ One of these 

beatitudes is found in our text, which is taken 

from the Book of Jeremiah—17:7: “Blessed is 
the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose 
hope the Lord is.” 

The forty years of Jeremiah’s public min- 

istry coincided with the last forty years of 


the nation of Judah. It was an age of moral- 


decadence and political corruption, and, just 
as a mother who, seeing her little child run 
too quickly down a hill, knows that he will 
fall, so the prophet saw the nations heading 
for disaster. With all the love of a mother 
for her child he warned the people. He told 
them of the doom that would inevitably over- 
take them unless they mended their ways and 
returned to God. 

It was all in vain. The people paid no at- 
tention to Jeremiah. At first they laughed at 
him, and in the end they threw him into 
prison. So he was powerless to stop the dis- 
aster he saw overtaking the nation. But Jere- 
hiah’s faith in God never wavered. Indeed, 
the calamities that overtook the nation cor- 
roborated that faith, for he, like all the O. T. 
prophets, believed that God was righteous and 
that there is a moral code in the universe, and 
that if men or nations break God’s moral laws 
they will suffer for it. The capture of Judah 
and the Exile were events that Jeremiah had 
predicted and expected to happen. 

This faith in God was for Jeremiah a con- 
tinued source of strength and hope. There 
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were many dark days in his life when it 
seemed almost as if God had forgotten him, 
and his faith was strained to the breaking- 
point. He was persecuted. He was treated with 
indifference. His warnings were neglected. He 
was thrown into a dungeon. But amid all the 
suffering and calamities that befell him, he 
never lost faith. He lost almost everything else, 
even his life, for he met a martyr’s death in 
Egypt, but he did not lose his faith. This 
wonderful faith in God filled him with con- 
fidence and serenity amid all the hardships of 
his life. He is speaking to us out of his own 
experience of God when he cries, “Blessed is 
the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose 
hope the Lord is.” 

I. In the passage in which these words oc- 
cur we find a contrast between the man who 
trusts in God and the man who relies on more 
human aid. Over against the happiness of the 
man who knows God and lives in fellowship 
with Him, the prophet places the misery of 
the man who has no knowledge of the Eter- 
nal and who has only himself to fall back 
upon. 

Such a man, he says, is like a shrub in the 
desert that shrivels up quickly and withers 
away, because there is no moisture to feed it 
and nourish it. Happy is the man who trusts 
in God, but miserable indeed is the man who 
has only himself to fall back upon. 

Nowhere in his Book does the prophet 
speak more directly to our time, for we are 
living in an age that is ‘‘making flesh its arm.” 
The world has become secular. And if you 
want a definition of secularism, the best and 
most concise one that I know of, is that given 
us by Georgia Harkness. She says: ‘‘Secular- 
ism is the organization of life as if God did 


not exist.’’ 1 and that is just what we are wit- 


1 Georgia Harkness, The Modern Rival of Christian 
Faith (New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 1952), 
p. 11. 
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nessing today. Men and women are relying 
solely upon themselves. They are trying to 
manage their lives without the help of any 
ower outside of themselves, because they have 
ceased to believe in the existence of such a 
power. 

On a recent bus trip I picked up a popu- 
lar magazine that some passenger had left 
behind in the bus, and glanced rapidly through 
the pages in search of some interest. Thus I 
came upon a highly artistic advertisement that 
must have cost the advertisers tens of thou- 
sands of dollars. All the skill of the artist, 
the ad writer, and the type setter had been 
enlisted to say just one thing, “Lay our lin- 
oleum and have a happy home.” 

That is secularism in its crudest form, but in 
a more refined way we ate urged ‘on every 
hand to make life out of things. Find your 
happiness in a cellophane package; be a dis- 
tinguished person by drinking a certain brand 
of liquor; give your children social standing 
by erecting an areial on top of the house even 
ti you cannot buy a television set. For multi- 
tudes God does not exist, and although many 
people are making a sorry mess of life they do 
not seem to realize the cause of their failure. 
They say, “We have our home, our friends 
and our work, and science has given us a 
wonderful control over the forces of Nature. 
We do not need God, and we do not miss 
Him.” 

This is the very heart of the great conflict 
that is being waged in our day between the 
forces of light and darkness, between pagan- 
ism and Christianity. It is not a new battle. 

We have just given new names to old ene- 
mies of faith and God. The same battle 
against secularism, against humanism, was 
fought in the time of Jeremiah. In vivid lan- 
guage he describes the misery of men and 
women who give way to the secular temper of 
their age. He cries out: “Cursed be the man 


he cries, “that trusteth in the Lord, and whose 
hope the Lord is.” Happy! we do not usually 
associate that word with Jeremiah. He is often 
referred to as “the weeping prophet,” and the 
general impression seems to be that he was 
sad and pessimistic. That, however, is to mis- 
understand him. If at times his head was a 
“fountain of tears,” there was always reason 
for it. 

There was at the heart of his life a great 

joy. He rejoiced in the knowledge that God 
was supreme in His universe and that God 
would have the last word. Evil might tri- 
umph for a day, but in the long run God 
would conquer. That faith filled him with 
oy. 
Today many lives lack this note of joy. 
People are worried, troubled, and anxious. In 
all our churches there are people who are like 
an acrobat trying to walk a tightrope. Their 
lives are full of strain, for they are always 
afraid thcy are going to fall off. If you ask 
them why they are worried, they will tell you 
they are worried about something in their 
home, or their business, or their personal rela- 
tionships, or they may point to the dark clouds 
in the international sky and the threat of 
war. But the cause of the anxiety is not really 
in their lives or in the international situation. — 
It is simply their lack of faith. 

We do not trust God. That is why we have 
no joy in our hearts. We do not go to Him 
in prayer expecting that the prayer will be 
answered. Unbelief is the curse of our lives, 
and the pity is that it is spreading everywhere ~ 
like poison gas, destroying the faith of Chris- 
tendom. If only we trusted God with even a 
tenth part of the faith of Jeremiah, a new 
peace would enter our hearts and a new sense 
of blessedness would fall like dew on our 
lives. . ‘a 

2. Secondly, for Jeremiah faith in God was 
an outburst of hope. “Blessed is the man 


that trusteth in the Lord and whose hope the 
Lord is.” Again, we do not often associate 
the word “hope” with Jeremiah. We think of — 
him as the prophet of pessimism and despair, ~ 
and certainly the message God gave him 
to deliver was a message of doom. But it was 
not all doom. There was a break in the clouds. — 
If the people would only repent and return” 
to God, God could do anything. The vessel 
that was broken on the potter’s wheel coul 
be remade. | 

Like the other prophets, Jeremiah’s fa 
was turned with hope towards the futu: 
Nothing is more remarkable in the Old T 
ment than this Messianic hope. Unlike 
Greeks and the Romans, the Hebrew prop 


; that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his 
atm, and whose heart departeth from the 

Lord.” Such a man, he says, is leaning on a 
broken reed that will not only fail him, but 
run into his hand and pierce it! And over 
against the misery and emptiness of unbelief 
ft che ee the happiness of the man who has 

_ God to fall back upon. “Blessed is the man 
that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the 
Lord is.” . 
«dT. Let us now come to closer grips with 
ie our subject and ask what this faith did for 
Jeremiah. 

3 1. First of all, for Jeremiah faith in God 
__was an outburst of joy. “Happy is the man,” 


placed the Golden Age in the future, and all 
their golden hopes were associated with the 
coming of the Messiah, the divine king who 
was to set up a kingdom in which there 
would be no violence, strife, injustice, or war. 

We must not lose this hope. There is much 
to discourage us in the international situation, 
in the drift away from the Church, in the 
paganism of our time. But the man who 
trusts in God never loses hope. Our God is 
the God of hope. 

3. And, then, finally for Jeremiah faith 
in God was an outburst of courage. He was 
one of the most courageous men that ever 
lived. Many a time he had to stand alone. 
Many a time every one was against him. But 
he was never afraid to be alone for God. That 
was the secret of his courage. By nature and 

_ temperament he was a timid, shrinking man, 
and if this timid, sensitive man became an iron 
pillar there must be some explanation. The 
explanation is—his faith in God. That was 
the secret of his courage. He felt that God 
was for him and that nothing, therefore, 
‘could be against him. 

Courage is our supreme need today. In the 
heart of each one of us there is both a hero 
and a coward, and what matters first and 

‘Mast is that the hero should triumph over the 
coward. The secret of courage is faith in God. 
Long ago Jeremiah made that discovery, and 
it transformed a timid, shrinking man into a 


pillar of strength and made him a hero; and— 


centuries later the Apostle Paul made the 
same discovery: “I can do all things through 

Christ which strengtheneth me.” Faith in 

- Christ gave him courage. 

It is a far cry from those times to a city 
tenement today, but I heard recently of a 
_ young invalid who, because she also made this 
discovery, was heard to say, “Once I wondered 
how I could make the best of it. Now I won- 
_der how I can make the most of it.” Courage 
is the result of faith in God. That was what 
Jeremiah discovered. It filled him with joy, 
hope, and courage. 

How can we acquire this faith? Well, we 
must remember that faith is not an entity. It 
is a relationship. We should not pray for faith 

and more faith, but for a greater sense of 
God in our lives. We should not ask for faith, 

but for the consciousness of God’s presence. 
We must learn to pray. We must learn to 
tead our Bibles. We must look for God in 

“the events of our day and in our own lives. 

We must acquire a more vivid sense of His 

“presence, and then faith will spring up in 

‘our hearts. The result of that faith will be 

joy, hope, and courage! 
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Jesus—The Redeemer 
A WALLACE COPPER 


HE meaning of Christmas will never be 

lost to the human race. It has gathered 

about it the romance of the ages. The 
wonder of the night on which Jesus was born 
is beyond the description of the human mind. 
It is said the great intervention of God, and 
the deeds of the Almighty cannot be fully 
understood nor described. The beauty of the 
heavens, the glory of the sunrise, the majesty 
of a sunset, the multicolored picture of a 
rainbow, the delicacy of a flower, the miracle 
of a bird in flight, a newborn child—who can 
understand them? 

The night on which Jesus was born began 
like all other nights. Workmen had finished 
their toil, children were gathered about the 
hearth, mothers were preparing the bread for 
the next day, the shepherds on the quiet hill- 
sides were keeping watch over their flocks, the 
astronomers were gazing in spiritual awe at 
the stars. It did seem to be a night like all 
other nights. 

However, it was not a night like other 
nights. The time had come in the Divine plan 
for the Saviour to be born. The prophecies of 
Isaiah were to be fulfilled. What was to hap- 
pen in Bethlehem would affect the world for- 
ever. In the quietness of a country stable 
Jesus, God’s son, was born. 

The good news of the Redeemer was re- 
vealed to specific people. The shepherds, 
tending their sheep, being faithful to their 
duties, heard the angelic voices, ‘Unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” The shepherds 
were workers. They were believers. They left 
their flocks to go to Bethlehem to see this 
great event. ; 

1e birth of the Redeemer was revealed to 
the wise men, who, by the brilliance of their 
minds, studied the earth and the sky in order 
to know the meaning of the universe. They 
knew the world was not the result of chance— 
beauty, consistency, life sustaining elements, 
warmth of the sun, cool dew in the quietness, | 
marvel of the stars—these and countless other _ 
things told them that there was a God who 
had created and now sustains the world. They 
were mindful of the Divine urges within 
themselves, the need and demand for a Savi-— 
our. They recognized that a God who could 
create the heavens and the earth could send 
one who could do for man what he could not 
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do for himself, namely, to save him from his 
sins. 

That night these wise men were traveling 
from the East, and behold, suddenly a new 
star appeared and seemed to be moving in a 
specific direction. They followed its gleam, 
knowing something of great importance was 
happening. God’s star led them to Bethlehem, 
and they gave to the newborn king their finest 
gifts. 

ate 

God sent Jesus into the world to redeem 
mankind. The needs of men are varied, and 
Christ is able to meet our needs. It is inter- 
esting to note the names which in many in- 
stances were given by others to the Master, but 
which he cheerfully applied to Himself. On 
one occasion He said, “I am the light of the 
world.” We need light. America was the first 
nation to manufacture artificial light. It has 
changed night into day. However, we could 
not live by artificial light. Man is dependent 
upon the light of the sun. Without its 
warmth and life-giving elements can would 
droop and die. When Jesus said, “I am the 
light of the world,’ it was as though He 
said, “J am indispensible. Without Me hu- 
manity cannot survive.” 

Again He said, “I am the bread of life,” 
and to men who are hungry. They knew the 
meaning of hunger. We are told today that 
each night two out of every three persons in 
this world go to bed hungry. It is true that 
bread is the staff of life. Jesus not only gave 
physical bread, but when He said, ‘I am the 
bread of life,” He was in reality saying, “I 
alone can satisfy the hunger of the soul.” 

On another occasion He said, “I am the 
door.” He said it to a man who had been 
blind, but, through the miraculous power of 
Jesus, now could see. To be able to see was 
an indescribable experience. The man was so 
thankful that he rushed to the Temple to 
offer his gratitude to God. The leaders of 
the Temple hated Jesus, and anyone who had 
been helped by the Master. They refused to 
let this poor man who had received his sight 
enter the doors of the Temple. Jesus said to 
him, “I am the door, by me a man can come 
in and out and find pasture,” “If you want 


_ to come to God, you can come to Him through 


Me.” 

Out on the rocky island of Patmos Jesus 
said to John, “I am Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the ending.” He said, “I am 
the bright and morning star.’ The world, it 
seemed, was plunged into gloom. There did 


_ not seem to be any hope of deliverance any- 


where. Spiritual forces appeared to be im- 
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potent. It was just as the Saviour said to a man 
in darkness, “I am the star that points to the 
dawn, that tells you of the coming morning.” 

This reminded the aged John of his own 
discovery of the Master while he walked with 
Him on earth. The magnificent conclusion of 
his own personal realization, “God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten 
son, that whosoever believeth in Him shall not 
perish but have everlasting life,” has stayed 
the hearts of men through the centuries. It 
has reminded the world of the supreme mean- 
ing of His birth in Bethlehem. In spite of all 
that He can in varied ways mean to us, such as 
light, bread of life, the door, He does mean 
above all redemption. He came to save unto 
the uttermost all who come to Him by faith. 
The supreme meaning of Christmas is Jesus 
Christ the Redeemer. 

She 

“Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in 
favor with God and man.” During the first 
thirty years of His earthly life He prepared 
Himself for the great mission of salvation. 
One day He went to the Jordan River where 
John the Baptist was declaring the prophecies 
of God. Jesus came forward to be baptized. 
The spiritually sensitive John looked at Him. 
Heaven’s truth was born in his heart. Before’ 
the silenced multitudes he cried out, “Behold 
the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins 
of the world. This is He of whom I spoke.” 

Jesus was a wonderful teacher, giving men 
the truth about life, God and themselves. 
What He said men can never forget. He was 
a great philanthropist, for He was always giv- 
ing. He gave to the utmost of His energies. 
He gave life abundant to all who would re- 
ceive it. He was, in a sense, a great martyr. 
During the course of history many have given 
their lives for noble causes. But the disciples 
never refer to Jesus as-a martyr. The New 
Testament sends forth the call to all man- 
kind that “Jesus, above all, is the Saviour, 
that this 1s why He was born, why He lived 
and died.” To strike this out of the gospels 
would destroy them. To eliminate this pur-. 
pose from the Epistles would make them 
worthless. The purpose of Jesus’ life was, 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me.” In referring to His 
own crucifixion He said, “For this cause was 
I born, and for this came I into the world.” 

There is a danger in Christmas. It is possi- 
ble we may only see part of the picture. There 


is a star that hovers over the Inn, but through 
that star We must see the cross. anche 
It required considerable courage for Joh 


to stand by the banks of the Jordan and de 


The Exp. < i 


clare to the multitude while pointing to Jesus, 
“This is He.” John was dealing with the 
faith of men. In making the declaration he 
stood alone. He knew what no one else knew, 
except Jesus. It takes courage to be in a mi- 
nority. William Lloyd Garrison knew it in the 
streets of Boston, Martin Luther knew it at 
the Diet of Worms, John Wesley knew it as 
he stood between the antagonism of the estab- 
lished church and the lethargy of the people. 

It takes courage to go down knowing that fu- 

ture generations will acclaim the rightness of 

your cause. 

But here was a man who was, in a sense, not 
in a minority group. He stood there glori- 
ously with God. When the Almighty is with 
us, we are /east alone. It is better to walk 
with God in the dark than to walk in the 
light and the crowd without Him. John 
looked into that face of majestic goodness and 
cried out, “This is He.” 

Every great revival of religion has been led 
by some consecrated soul who by virtue of his 
might through consecration has dared to rise 
‘up and say to a sin laden, wistful world, 
“This is He.” Savonarola did it in Florence. 
At Altersgate Wesley saw that beautiful face, 

_ felt the impact of Jesus’ spirit, and to an age 
of drunkenness, engrossed in evil pursuits, he 
held up Jesus Christ and said, “This is He.” 
Christmas is more than a star or a stable, it is 
more than the sheep on the hillside or the 
costly gifts given. Christmas says 
world, “This is He. Behold the Lamb of God 
who taketh away the sins of the world.” 

: -IIl- . 

Jesus alone can save man. Theories fail, 
philosophies wane, speculations vanish in thin 
air, but Christ still offers man new, redeem- 
ing life. Someone may ask, “How is it possi- 

ble for a man to rise up out of a dark environ- 
ment and live in the light of God’s redeem- 
ing grace?” Yes, it is a miracle, but God's 
miracles are performed every day. We see it in 
the world of nature. Have you ever noticed the 
lotus plant? It is an acquatic shrub, and is like 
a water lily with large floating leaves. There 
are two species of lotus plants. The one blos- 


r MW 


-soms as blue as the sky on a clear day. The 


other is as white as the clouds themselves. 

: The water in which they grow is dirty, and 
there is a black sticky mud at the bottom. 
The lotus plant has worked its purity out of 
the black, vicious slime. When you see it you 
ask, “How is it possible?” By a secret chem- 
istry it sucks up from the great laboratory of 
nature all that is necessary to make it beauti- 
ful and refuses to absorb what would mar its 
beauty. Paul said we are not to be conform- 
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ists but non-conformists. We are not to be 
putty in the hands of the world. We were 
not meant to be dummies but soldiers of Jesus 
Christ, 

General Booth in London offered men the 
Saviour. He helped to lift them out of the 
mire and clay, and put their feet upon the 
solid rock. Jesus was a transformer. He took 
Simon the fisherman and transformed him 
into a dependable, redeeming rock-like char- 
acter. He took Mary Magdalene and trans- 
formed her into a pure woman, A little later 
He took Saul of Tarsus, a persecutor of Chris- 
tians, and transformed him into the matchless 
crusader of the ages. 

This is what Jesus the Redeemer has been 
doing for nineteen hundred years. There is 
no life that will trust Him that cannot be 
saved. An old Civil War naval surgeon told 
of how they used to chase the boats attempt- 
ing to break through the blockade. The pur- 
suing craft would constantly pass huge bales 
of cotton which the blockade runner had 
thrown overboard as the price of safety. How 
many of us are faced with the great issue of 
the life and death of the spirit. We may have 
to get rid of a whole deckload of habits in 
order to follow for “straight is the way that 
leads to life.’ Christ is waiting to help us. 
He alone can do this for us. With His strength 
we can be more than conquerors. 

Christmas brings up the memories of other 
years. It brings back the thought of loved ones 
not with us now, but above all it shouts with 
the angelic chorus, “Unto us is born this day 
in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.” 


How To Live 


PAUL L. CARPENTER 


Text: Whoever reverences the Eternal learns 


33 


what is the right course to take.’ Psalm 


25:12. (Moffatt) 


HEN some gentle cynic sees the topic 
of this sermon in print, doubtless he 
will say, with a chuckle, “Ha! What 
does that fellow know about life? Haven’t I 


read somewhere that all clergymen are frus-. 


trated fellows who can’t face the rigors of 
life? They 
know what life’s all about.” . ; 
Well, at first sight, the title does appear to 
be a bit presumptive. It may even’ suggest a 
barker at a sideshow shouting, “Step right up 


and learn all about it in one easy lesson.” But 
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haven’t been around. They don’t “2 


surely no one is so gullible as to believe it is 
as simple as all that. This business of Jearn- 
ing how to live is a life-time proposition. 
Anyone who daims he can pass the examina- 
. a grade of one hundred per cent is 
teous fool who ought to be con- 
fined to a mental institution. There is only 
One who ever lived a perfect life upon this 
earth, 
There is a book entitled “How to Live.” 
It is published by Funk and Wagnalls. It 
has gone through at least seven editions, and 
it was writien by Dr. Irving Fisher, Professor 
Emeritus of Economics at Yale, and by Dr. 
Haven Emerson, Professor of Public Health 
at Columbia University. It is a book of four 
hundred pages, and it has a lot to say about 
diet and hygiene and relaxation and sleep, 
et cetera. Religion is given two pages, in 
which the opinion is expressed that religion is 
all right if you want a little of it, but it isn’t 
really very important, and one religion is 
just as good as another, 
Incidentally, I learned about this book by 
Fisher and Emerson from a neurotic friend 
: who presented me with a copy—apparently 
because he thought I needed it. I asked him 
why he didn’t try religion in his predicament. 
__-His reply was: “They (meaning the people in 
the church) too much of you.” In 
other words, he was not willing to shoulder 
___ the responsibilities of Christian living. 
<4 Se it is not with any sense of superiority 
mor with any holier-than-thou attitude that I 
attempt to grasp this subject today. When it 
Somes to this matter of learning how to live, 
__ even after fifty years, I feel very much like 
the Apostle Paul: “Not that I have already 
obtained this or am already made perfect; but 
ee: on to make it my own because Christ 
____ Jesus has made me his own. Brethren, I do 
_ mot consider that I have made it my own; 
_ but one thing I do, forgetting what lies be- 
hind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 


tion with 


, 
» calf. 
a Seinen 


I press on toward the goal . .. 


how manipulate life to suit our own ends. 
: are some professional counselors and 


‘psycho-happ eck who advocate usi 
eligion, and even life itself, as aonrestd 
ool for the achievement of one’s own ambi- 


us 
can 
to 


Testament, for some of the 


we must try to find out what life demands 
of us, and train ourselves to fulfill these de- 
mands. It is a long and humble business.” We 


must remember that we are not to use religion 


but our religion to use us. 

The case of the rich young man who came 
to Jesus for an answer to the question of how 
to live is a goo dexample of the shortcomings 
of a legalistic faith. “He was looking for 
some simple, possibly some new prescription 
for life, some act to be done, or some series 


of acts, which would be the end of all his — 


search.” But Jesus pointed out to him that 


“eternal life, the kingdom of God, cannot be 


won by doing. It comes of a spirit which 
informs the whole man, an inwardness of char- 
acter which springs from one’s relation to 


God . . . The spiritual life is not a matter of © 
bookkeeping, in which good acts are entered” 


on the credit side of some celestial ledger. The 


Christianity.”’* 


Of course, there are people who enjoy a 
living 
are laid down, They like a rule-of-thumb. 
to an authoritative religion 
which does their thinking for them and tells . 
them what to do. What contradictory creatures. 
we are! On the one hand we crave freedom, 
and on the other we crave commandments. — 
There are people who expect every priest and 


J 


religion in which numerous rules for 


They warm u 


every preacher to be a policeman. They as. 


sume that we know all the answers. “2 
Well, if we don’t know all the answers, as 
Christian leaders we can show you where to 


. 


get the answer to the question on how to live. 


I believe that we have a more complete an- 
swer than Fisher and Emerson in their book. 


The world’s greatest answer to this questi 
is in the Bible—only partially in the 


legalism are there—but completely and 
premely in the New Testament wherein 
the Word became flesh and dwelt amon 
as the Way and the Truth and the Lif 

Now to be more positive, we must 
that life has a p e. Life is ne 
centered picnic in which the concerns « 
universe are turned toward us for th 


cn. of our own selfish desires” 
‘tol 


¥ 
. 
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are the two words of God which immediately 
follows those you have just quoted: “ ‘Thou 
fool!’ ” 

Horace Bushnell had a famous sermon on 
“Every Man’s Life a Plan of God.’ We are in 
this world for a purpose. There is something 
bigger than ourselves in the universe. God 
wants us to co-operate with Him in working 
out His purpose of a world where men will 
love Him with all their powers and learn to 
live together in brotherhood and peace. He 
has called us to leave this world in better con- 
dition than when we came into it. We are not 
just to sit under our own vine and fig tree 
and bask in His sunshine and live of His 
bounty. We are not to be parasites. Life is 
an adventure, an exciting adventure. God 
expects us to get up and do something for 
Him, and He expects us to be something— 
to become the best kind of person possible, 
relying upon the aid of His Holy Spirit. He 
wants us to develop the best He has planted 
in us, to stir up the gift of God within us. If 
we co-operate with Him in His purpose for 
us and the whole world, we need not expect 
the going to be easy. There will be opposition 
and conflict. The modern craving for peace 
of mind as an immediate goal in life is 
fraught with danger because it lulls a person 
to sleep, so that he is not concerned about the 
needs of the world. “Have this mind in you 
which was in Christ Jesus.’’ But if we have 


His mind we will not always be comfortable. _ 


Our minds will not always be at peace, for 
there will be evils to combat and conquer. 
There will be suffering to endure and trans- 
form. Even then He will not forsake us. 
Furthermore, if we would know how to 
live, we must live with a sense of the presence 
of God. We must live not only in partnership 
‘with Him, but we must “practice the pres- 
‘ence of God.’ “Whoever reverences the 
‘Eternal Jearns what is the right course to take 
__. . The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom.” It is most certainly an important 
step in the knowledge of how to live. Life 
without worship is a stagnant pool. Worship 


“is a means of spiritual growth: it lets God in. 


Our text does not say that worship will neces- 
sarily reveal the answer to the secret of life 
all in a flash. ‘‘Whoever reverences the Eternal 

learns what is the right course to take.”’ This 

‘business of learning how to live is a process 

-— sometimes a long, hard, painful process. It 


“little worth. Dr. William Temple wrote: “To 
; worship God is to quicken the conscience by 
‘the holiness of God, to feed the mind with 
the truth of God, to purge the imagination 


is a discipline. An undisciplined life is of 


by the beauty of God, to open the heart to 
the love of God, to devote the will to the 
purpose of God. All this is gathered up in 
that emotion which most cleanses us from 
selfishness because it is the most selfless of all 
emotions—adoration.” 

Finally, if we would really know how to 
live we need to realize that life is immortal— 
not just endless and everlasting in the quanti- 
tative sense, but immortal in the Christian 
qualitative sense. The Christian believes that 
his Master is ‘the Resurrection and the life,” 
and when he yields his life to his Master he 
gets a foretaste of life eternal. 

For the Christian life does not end with 
the grave. The Christian does not fear death. 
He knows not only how to live; he also 
knows how to die. “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil,’ — not even death. That is 
the firm conviction of the Christian believer. 
In commenting on this verse in the twenty- 
third psalm, F. B. Meyer used to say: ‘Thus 
we see that death is not a state; it is not an 
abiding place. It is a path through which we 
walk, but we do not pitch our tent in it. . 
Death is only a shadow, it is not the sub- 
stance. Christ encountered the substance of 
death for us, and forever conquered it. We 
encounter only the shadow. Are we afraid of 
a shadow?’’* 


*F. B. Meyer, “The Shepherd Psalm,” Revell 


Low Ina Manger 


The angels were shining in wondrous array; 
The shepherds in gladness sped on 

Near Bethlehem’s manger, to welcome the King,— 
‘Twas the break of earth’s glorious dawn. 


But the Savior—from Glory—so humble was laid 
"Neath the poor, O so humble He lay! 

Though the Light of the world He lay lowly—a babe 
In the dark, midst the manger and hay. 

Too poor for a cottage, too poor for a bed— 
O the Throne of His glory on High! 

But He came to the depths of our lowliest need, 
To live and to suffer and die! 


The low depths—they were mine—and the Glory 
was His, 
But He laid aside Scepter and Crown, 
And to lift me from horrors He stooped, and so low, 
From Heaven He journeyed—down—down! - 


He hath put down the mighty from their seats 
And exalted the lowly poor; 

In the King’s soft arms are they borne along, 
Straight into Love’s open door: 

For down in a manger the King of kings 
Lay low that He so might be 

A Brother, the Savior, of broken hearts— 
And that meant you and me. 

The angels were shining in wondrous array, 
The shepherds in gladness went forth 

To greet—in a manger!—His Majesty, 
The Monarch of Heaven and earth! 

—B. F. M. Sours. 
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JUNIOR PULPIT 


As You Please 

One day recently my little daughter was 
talking to a neighbor, busy in her garden, and 
asked: “Do you like gardening?” “No,” fe- 
plied the neighbor, “but I have to do it.” “I 
have to do many things I don’t like,” said the 
little girl, “but when I grow up I shan't do 
them!” 

Many of us feel like that when we are 
young, don’t we? We feel that it will be only 
a matter of years until we can do as we please. 
I heard of a boy who asked his father, “Dad, 
how old have you to be before you can please 
yourself?” The answer was, “Son, no one has 
ever lived as long as that!”’ 

It seems a grand idea to be able to do 
exactly as we like, but it isn’t as simple as all 
that. What if everybody pleased himself? 
Suppose, for instance, that all the motorists 
drove along the middle of the street, or on 
the side they happened to fancy on a particular 
day, or a certain hour. And, suppose we all 
said, “I'll look after myself, and never mind 
about anyone else.” What about times when 
we are ill, times when we are hurt, or are in 
trouble ? 

In the Bible, we read that St. Paul told the 
people in his day that “We... ought... 
not to please ourselves.” (Romans 15:1) If 
we are strong we should share that strength 
with those who have burdens and are unable 
to carry them. You may have heard of Albert 
Schweitzer. While he was still in his twen- 
ties, he had become a distinguished scholar, a 
professor at Strassbourg University, and one 
of the most celebrated organists in Europe. He 
loved music and the life of learning, but, 
when he was twenty-one, he had made up his 
mind that he would enjoy these things for a 
few years only. It was not fair, he thought, 
that he should have all these things, while 
in some lands there were people who had no 
teachers to tell them the good news of the 
coming of Jesus to this earth, in order to re- 
deem all men who would accept His love, and 
follow in His way; they had little or no way 


to heal their bodies in time of accident and 
sickness. 

Those of us who want to be happy in life 
must always remember that if we live to please 
ourselves, we lose everything; no one is happy 
that way. The best that life can bring us is 
ours only when we forget our own desires, 
forget about ourselves, and think about the 
needs of others and do what is possible to 
help them. Making others happy brings hap- 
piness to us. Jesus came to this earth in order 
to show us how to do this, by telling others 
of God and His love for us, by healing the 
sick, feeding the hungry, and forgiving those 
who did wrong in His sight. Jesus expects 
us to do as He taught His followers to do, 
forget about ourselves, and think about the 
needs of others. Is this easy? No, it is not 
easy; rather, it is just the opposite from easy. 
It is hard to accept, and is a challenge to every- 
one, but it is a challenge that will bring happi- 
ness and contentment to those of us who ac- 
cept it. Are we, here today, strong enough 
to accept this challenge, and walk under the 
banner of Jesus, resolved to forget ourselves 
and DO what He did, and what He asks each 
one of us to do?—Rev. Harold Derbyshire, 
Expository Times. 


Building Walls 

A tourist on a holiday in Germany, hiking 
down the river Rhine with a friend, was in- 
terested in the old castles on almost every hill, 
and one day saw a hill with two castles on it, 
with a high wall between them. 

The stoty was that two brothers had a 
quarrel; and one went to the other end of 
the hill and built himself a castle, and then 
put the high wall between the two, and the 
story goes that the brothers lived there through 
the years, neither leaving his own castle 
grounds. 

That is a sort of picture of what is happen- 
ing throughout the world today. People who 
are really brothers, because they have the 
same parents, have a difference of opinion, 
and erect a wall between themselves and 
others, and never make an effort to tear it 


to heal the bodies when sickness overtook 
them. So, at the age of thirty, Albert Schweit- 
we zer was trained as a doctor of medicine, so 
that he might go to help people who needed 
his help, and he chose to go to the heart of 
_ tropical Africa. He has been there ever since, 
not pleasing himself,,but giving up all the 
things that he thought he had wanted to do, 
in order to help the peoples who had had no 
word of Jesus before, and who had no one 


down again, and enjoy living and loving one 
another. They are not always walls of stone, 
boards, brick, or cement. More of the walls 
are just built of unkind words, hateful 
thoughts, hurt feelings, jealousy, rudeness, and — 
things like that, than are built of something 
One can see and touch. Maybe that is why 
they are so hard to tear down; something we | 
can see can be attacked and overcome, and 
gotten out of the way. 4 
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The most difficult things in life for most 
of us are caused by things we can’t see with 
our eyes; they are things done to others, or 
done to us by others, and remain in our minds 
and hearts either as a source of joy and happi- 
ness, Or a cause for weeping, heartache or hate. 
It is pretty much up to us to choose for our- 
selves whether we want to make ourselves into 
wall-biulders among our friends and _neigh- 
bors, schoolmates, brothers and sisters, or 
whether we want to be helpers along the way 
of life from day to day. What is the best way 
toward being a helper in our homes, our 
classes at school, and in our neighborhood? 
that’s right, “Do unto others, as you would 
have them do to you.” If we want others to be 
happy and love us, treat them that way. Walls 
once built up between others and ourselves 
are not easily torn down, no matter what they 
are made of; it is wiser and more enjoyable 
to build friendships and love for one another, 
then all we need to do is to keep these grow- 
ing and growing into what Jesus wants us 


to be. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


When the Power Comes 

Text: Luke 24:49b—"But tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with 
power from on high.” 


Some time ago we read of a church that 

_ was holding its first Sunday service following 
the installation of a new organ. It was an 
_ electric organ and no sooner had the service 
begun than the electric current failed through 
_ some imperfection in the installation. An elec- 
trician was hastily summoned and he discov- 
ered the trouble almost immediately. Scrib- 
bling a few lines on a piece of paper, the 
_ electrician asked an usher to deliver it to the 
minister. Receiving the note, the minister 
read these words: ‘‘After the prayer, the power 
will be on.” 

Prayer is the means of bringing the power 
~ of God down from above. It was so for the 
first disciples as they tarried in Jerusalem, it 
is so for us. The prayerless church is a power- 
less church, and no less is the prayerless Chris- 
tian a powerless Christian. “Much prayer, 

much power; little prayer, little power; no 
prayer, no power.” This is a truth that all of 
us should know. 
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Liberty, Not License 

Text: Gal. 5:13—"For, brethren, ye have been 
called unto liberty; only use not liberty for 
an occasion to the flesh.” 

Liberty is a wonderful thing, but there are 
limits to liberty. It must not be abused. A 
missionary recently told of a restriction of 
liberty which is necessary in the field where 
they work. In America we are at liberty to 
walk around as we please; at night we can 
go out in the garden and enjoy the stars or 
the cool air of the evening. This missionary 
said that no one is free to walk at night where 
they live, because there are cobras which move 
at night. They come out of their hiding places 
and slip along the paths, and one would risk 
his life walking in the garden in the eve- 
ning. 

Someone might say, “But do I not have 
the right to walk freely, whether at night or 
in the day? May I not exercise my right to 
do as I please, to walk where I want to? And 
the answer is that you do not really have the 
right to your own way in this matter. To in- 
sist on your rights would mean death. 

Thus it is in the Christian life. There are 
many restrictions that we voluntarily place 
upon ourselves; not because we are not free 
to do something, but because it is not expedi- 
ent to do so. “All things are lawful,’ says 
Paul, ‘‘but ali things are not expedient.” 


No Future? 

Text: Rom. 15:13—“Now the God of hope 
ful you with all joy and peace in believing, 
that ye may abound in hope, through the 
power of the Holy Ghost.” 

Many years ago, an undergraduate of Trinity 
College, Dublin, stood before a notice board 
anxiously scanning the list of results of the 
final examinations. To his immense relief, 
he found his name among those who had won 
high honors; and he rushed off to share the 


news with his tutor, who already knew about . 


it. 

His tutor was a distinguished scholar and a 
well-known Dublin wit. He entertained the 
hope that his pupil would devote himself to 
classical studies and had predicted for him 
a notable career. “Well, my boy,” said the 
tutor, ‘‘and what are you going to do now?” 
The young man replied that he had decided 


to become a missionary and hoped, after 


further study, to go to India. “Good God, 


man,” exclaimed the tutor, “You can’t do 


that! There’s no future in it.” 

There have always been people who have 
said of the Christian world mission that there 
is no future in it. There are many who say 
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so today. And they ate not only those who sit 
in the traditional seat of the scornful. They 
include considerable numbers within as well 
as without the church, those whose hope for 
the future has been badly shaken. 


The Son of God 
Text: Matt. 27:22—‘What shall I do then 
with Jesus which is called Christ?” 

Dr. David J. Burrell tells the story of two 
infidels who once sat in a railway car dis- 
cussing Christ’s wonderful life. One of them 
said, “I think an interesting romance could 
be written about Him.’ The other replied, 
“And you are just the man to write it. Set 
forth the correct view of His life and char- 
acter. Tear down the prevailing sentiment as 
to His divineness and paint Him as He was, 
a man among men.” 

The suggestion was acted on and the ro- 
mance was written. The man who made the 
suggestion was Colonel Ingersoll, the author 
was General Lew Wallace, and the book was 
“Ben Hur.” In the process of constructing it 
he found himself facing the unaccountable 
Man. The more he studied His life and 
character the more profoundly he was con- 
vinced that He was more than a man among 
men; until at length, like the centurion under 
the cross, he was constrained to cry, “Verily, 
this was the Son of God.” 


My First Job 

Text: Luke 15.7—"I say unto you, that like- 
wise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons, which need no repent- 
ance,” 

During a revival meeting a man prayed for 
the conversion of a neighbor, saying, ‘“O Lord, 
touch my neighbor with Thy Finger.” Just 
then an inner voice said, “You are God’s 
finger. Did you ever speak to your neighbor 
about Christ and the Christian life? You go 
_ touch the man, and your prayer will be heard.” 

The man arose. His conscience was awak- 
ened and accused him. For almost a lifetime 
he had lived near his neighbor but had never 
spoken to him about his relation to Christ 
_ and the Christ-like way of life. Hundreds of 

opportunities came and went, but the conver- 


_ sation at such times was not about the one 


thing needful. Rather, it was about the 


_ weather, crops, politics, business, etc. The 
at 


blessed privilege and imperative duty, the 
3 on first business of a Christian to witness for 
Christ, had been left unfulfilled. 

_ _How is it with us? 


Page 418 


Babies and Battles 

It was the year 1809. Men were anxiously 
waiting for the latest news of the battles, for 
Napoleon was on the march. All thoughts were 
turned to Trafalgar and Waterloo. ‘What 
will he do next?” was the main question in 
everybody’s mind. 

While battles were being fought, babies 
were being born. However, people were think- 
ing mainly of the battles and not the babies. 
Ears were too busy hearing the cries of war 
to listen to the whimperings of babes. Eyes 
saw only the hardened, war-like countenance 
of Napoleon, not the soft, peaceful faces of 
infants. But in one year, between Trafalgar 
and Waterloo, the “year of battles,” there 
marched into this world an infant regiment 
which was to influence the world more pro-- 
foundly than Napoleon’s exploits. Today, 
these “babies” are the “heroes.” 


In 1809, Gladstone, the famous prime min- 
ister, was born in Liverpool; Tennyson, the 
poet laureate, arrived at Somersby Rectory. In 
America, the noted poet, physician and wit, 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, made his first appear- 
ance in Massachusetts; Abraham Lincoln 
opened his eyes in old Kentucky; Edgar Allen 
Poe entered the world and made a valuable 
addition to the field of poetry. The advent 
of Felix Mendelssohn in Hamburg and Fred- 
eric Chopin near Warsaw, resulted in great 
contributions to musical literature. 


Date we not say that the world has been 
more enriched by the babies born in this year 
than the battles fought? 


Man thinks the world is managed by big 
battalions abroad, when all the while God is 
doing it by babies at home. As one writer 
put it, “When a wrong wants righting, or a 
truth wants presenting, or a continent wants 
opening, God sends a baby into the world to” 
do it.” 

That was why, long, long ago, a Babe was | 
born at Bethlehem. This was none other than 
Jesus Christ, who “came into the world to 
save sinners.” The Babe, Jesus Christ, was 
God’s love gift to humanity. ‘For God so° 
loved the world, that he gave his only begot- | 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

By the One who came as Christ the Babel 
God effected more righteousness on this earth 
than if He had sent an army for battle—~ 
Union Signal. Sia 
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MOMENTS OF WORSHIP. By Mary 


Beth Fulton. For group devotions, 
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Teen-Agers for Christ 

Memphis, Tenn., teen-agers, worried over 
the tendencies of the present crop of teen- 
agers, launched a “Teen-Agers for Christ’’ 
movement, which they hope will spread 
throughout the nation. 200 youngsters, led 
by 16-year old Don E. Johnson, announced: 
“We decided the only way to push out crime 
was to get to teen-agers with the Word of 
God, and most of us believe the Lord is com- 
ing soon.” 

In addition to local and Memphis-area meet- 
ings, at which 16-year old Don E. Johnson 
preaches, and is backed up by a 35-voice choir 
led by 18-year old Dale Mountford, a sailor 
stationed at the Memphis Naval Air Base, the 
group has undertaken a most ambitious effort, 
—a six-day Christmas revival called ‘‘Christ- 
mas for Christ.” They already have rented 
the 2,500-seat south wall of the Municipal 
Auditorium at $125.00 a day, and are praying 
that offerings during the revival will pay for 
it. “We're doing it on faith in the Lord,’ 
said Don, and “We want to offer teen-agers a 
way to observe Christmas as it should be ob- 
served—as a great Christian event. 


Put Christ Back 
Into Christmas 


This is the name of a song, written by Ed- 
ward E. Unger, ‘‘to focus attention on the 
great movement for which it is a slogan,” and 
both the song and campaign were reported 
successful in a number of local communities 
last year, where merchants, chambers of com- 
merce and civic groups joined forces, and 
‘through the use of posters, billboards and 
newspaper articles brought about a social con- 
sciousness of the true meaning of Christmas. 

‘Music Publishers Holding Corp., Standard 
and Educational Division, 488 Madison Ave., 
New York 22, N. Y., is making an effort to 
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unify the movement for “Putting Christ Into 
Christmas,’ on a national scale. Decca Records 
is to release a recording by Red Foley. 


PGLL ON FAVORITE HYMNS 


For several months the question was asked on the 
Los Angeles Bible Institute Hour as to which 
hymns were the favorites of the listeners. Here 
they are in the order of the listener's preference: 
The Old Rugged Cross 
The Love of God 
What a Friend We Have In Jesus 
I Come to the Garden Alone 
Amazing Giace 
It Is No Secret 
I'd Rather Have Jesus 
Beyond the Sunset 
Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Rock of Ages Cleft for Me. 
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MY BIBLE 
And should my soul be torn with grief 
Upon my shelf I find 
A little volume, tcrn and thumbed, 
For comfort just designed. 
I take my little Bible down 
And read its pages o’er, 
And when I part from it I find 
I'm stronger than before. 
—Edgar A. Guest 


ALL INSIDE 
Last eve I walked a certain street 
And met such gloomy folk; 
I made great haste to pass them by, 
Aad neither smiled nor spoke. 
The giant elms diooped sullenly, 
The very sun was very dim— 
I met a friend, and said, “I hope 
I’ve seen the last of him.” 
Today I walked the selfsame street, 
And loved the folks I met; 
If business had not made me leave, 
I would have been there yet. 
Of course, I’ve solved the mystery, 
‘Tis very plain to see: 
The day I met the gloamy folk, 
The gloom was inside me! 
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California is preparing to end the sale of candy 


and cookies in package liquor stores—to make such 


an 
~s 


places less attractive to youngsters. 2 
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The Lord’s Birthday 


The Lord of all had come to earth, 
The angels loud did sing, 

And all good men respects had paid 
Unto their new-born King. 


Within a stable Jesus came, 
And from His lowly birth 

He saved from an eternal death 
The sons of men on earth. 


He came ’mid winter's co!d and ice 
And ’mid December’s snow, 

The blessed Savior of the world 
Was born long years ago. 


The Wise Men brought Him frank-incense 
As well as gold and myrrh, 

In Mary’s heart leaped endless joy, 

For God had favored her: 


Our Savior had a humble bed, 

In swaddling clothes He lay, 

The King of all, sy 
The Son of God, 

Asleeping on the hay. 


Upon this gala Christmas time. 
Give praises to on high, 

And glory sing 
To God our King 

Who reigneth from the sky. 


—Julia Hackenberg Yarnall. 


-Chuch School Must Teach 

Children To Pray 

“A church school must do more than tell 
Bible stories—it must teach children how to 
pray,” said Dr. Blanche Carrier, Prof. of Psy- 
chology at Keuka College, in addressing nearly 
600 Sunday School teachers in Central Park 
‘Methodist Church, Buffalo, and stressed that 
“if you can’t talk to God, you have nothing 
religiously.” 
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Build Me a Church 


Build Me a church, said God; 

Not just a man-made spire, 

Not just a place where starvelings strut; 
Feeding thwarted desire. 


Build Me a church, said God; 
Where men are stabbed aware 
Of all the agony there is; 

And lift their hearts in prayer. 


Build Me a church, said God; 
Where men learn how to grow 

A life that’s full, a life that’s good, 
A life with overflow. 


Build Me a church, said God; 

That serves the present age; 

That nothing shirks, but with good works 
Builds goodly heritage. 


—Oklahoma City Star. 


U. S. Urged to Match 
Preaching With Deeds 


Paul I. Phillips, executive secretary of the 
Grand Rapids Urban League, Michigan, 1s 
repotted to have “told the annual meeting of 
the league that Americans must narrow the 
gap between what ‘we preach and what we 
Co aad Zoe 


People Are Alike 

Many young people of our land, taking 
part in the student exchange project, and now 
returned have a priceless possession many an 
older and more experienced traveler fails to 
acquire—the discovery that human beings are’ 
fundamentally alike, although they may differ 
in native language, culture and citizenship. 
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Teen-Agers Convicted 
of Annoying a Pastor 

Three teen-age boys, reported from New- 
ton, N. C., ‘to have peppered a pastor with 
spitballs as he preached on Sunday in late 
September, were convicted of disturbing pub- 
lic worship; they were released on condition 
they pay the court costs and behave properly 
in church and other public places.” The Rev. 
L. H. Atkins, pastor of a rural Pentacostal 
Holiness Church, was said to have made the 
sworn complaint against the three. 


General Mills Turns to Schools 
To Teach the ‘American Story’ 

Charles H. Bell, youthful president of Gen- 
eral Mills, Inc., believes that “American 
youngsters can’t begin too early to learn about 
the American System, which has created a 
way of life envied the world over,” and that 
system may be destroyed and scorned by the 
very people who reap the harvest of its bene- 
fits. He believes that it is important “that 
American young people know the American 
Story in terms of their own personal interest. 
General Mills has taken the initiative in work- 
ing with certain elementary schools. in the 
Midwest on an experimental educational pro- 
gram that involves giving grade-school pupils 
an understanding of the American economy 
in terms of their own experiences, and the 
results are reported “so successful that Mr. 
Bell believes all businesses should interest 
themselves in similar educational programs.” 


Lax Parents 


Addressing about 200 at a meeting of 
Springville, N. Y., service club members, Dr. 
James J. Brennan, public relations director of 
NYC Police Athletic League proposed: 

That parents set a curfew at home and 
see that children observe it. 

He. placed much of the blame for juve- 
nile delinquency on parents, who regard 
children as a “biological accident rather 
than a blessing from God to be cated for 
with an unselfish love.’ 

Unless parents know where their chil- 

_ dfen are and what time they come home, 
_we shall have juvenile deliquents, and the 
problem will contitue to grow. Dr. Bren- 

_ fan suggested a return to a moral plane 
with the children having their place in the 
home and becoming a part of it. You can’t 
legislate morals! 


_. When church services are over your service 
begins. 


MANDATE TO HUMANITY, by Edwin MeNeill 
Poteat. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 238 pp. $3.75. : f 
Dr. Poteat has had a wide range of experience In 
the Student Volunteer Movement, the mission field in 
China, and the professor’s chair. For five years he 
has been minister in the Pullen Memorial Baptist 
Church, Raleigh, N. C. He deals with the Ten Com- 
mandments. He goes back to the sources. “The book 
of Exodus was written in the middle of the fifth 
century, B.C., as part of the editorial undertaking 
of the Hebrew patriots during the Babylonian exile 
. What materials they had other than the great 
oral tradition is not known. There may have been 
scraps of crude record, preserved in a somewhat 
polyglot tongue.” The author recognizes Codes dug 
up since 1900: ‘All these codes are earlier than . . the 
Herbrew Code.” ‘The Commandments are living ideas.” 
And they were living ideas in Moses’ day. There is 
great significance in the covenant God made with 
Israel, and the author keeps that ever in mind. The 
chapter “The Right to Command” deals with the 
right of God to command obedience. “No Other Gods” 
considers the fact that the Israelites knew of many 
gods in Egypt, and perhaps in Sinai. Now they were 
faced with the thought of a Supreme and Personal 
God. ‘‘Thow and ‘me’ are the initial and terminal 
words of the first commandment.” ‘“Man’s Other 
God” is simply himself. Dr. Poteat links the Second 
and Third Commandments together and discusses them 
in three rich chapters. He feels that we would be 
helped by holding the Second and Third Command- 
ments ‘as integral to the first.’”’” The discussion of 
“The Sabbath Day’? may raise some eyebrows. It is 
hardly likely that this was the origin of the Sab- 
bath. It was a day for rest.. It is a day of rest.” 
It must not be thought that the doctor advocates the 
abolition of the Church and the worship of God. 
Far from it, but he points out that the Fourth Com- 
mandment intended to secure to the workers just 
what our psychologists and psychiatrists are telling 
us—relax, rest, take it easy. He further points out 
“before one can come into the presence of God in 
worship, he must have stood a moment in the vestibule 
of quietness.” At the same time; ‘“‘The demand that 
man labor ‘and do all (his) work’ was as much a 
part of the commandments as that he should cease 
all toil on the seventh day.” In discussing the Fifth 
Commandment he goes to the roots of the word 
“honor.” “It does mean—take your parents seriously. 
The prediction follows: you may tive a long time 
that way.” Commandments Six to Nine are dealt 
with in five chapters: ‘Our Moral Bill of Rights .. . 
The Right to Life . . . The Right to Integrity . . . 
The Right to Property . .. The Right to Justice.” 
“Covetousness” — The Tenth Commandment — has a. 
chapter. It is ‘tan answer of good moral sense to 
the extremes of both negation and unrestraint.” This 
is a book to read over more than once, and 
slowly. The net result (in this reviewer’s mind) is 


that we have not ‘outlived the Commandments.” * 


CAMPUS GODS ON TRIAL, by Chad Walsh. Maemil- 
lan. 138 pp. $2.50. hee, 
Chad Walsh, Professor of English at Beloit College, 
Beloit, Wisconsin, has in “Campus Gods On Trial” 
made an excellent contribution not only to the think. 
ing of college students but also to inquiring adult 
The book was principally written for undergraduates. 
The reason for writing it came out of the author's 
long experience with young inquiring minds. Throt J 
out many semesters he heard the remarks of student 
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concerning religion. He realized that even though 
such statements were ill-founded, they were made by 
persons seeking truth. With an appreciation of the 
confusion of undergraduates as a result of the shock 
of so much new knowledge, that required an entire 
readjustment, Dr. Walsh decided to write this book. 
Its purpose was to answer questions and help in- 
quiring minds along the way. 

The author deals with the “isms” of the campus. 
He deals with the development of religion and the 
meaning of progressive revelation. In a fine and 
astute manner he justifies missions on the same basis 
that the medical world is justified to offer to nations 


a healing drug. Dr. Walsh explains the difference 
between science and scientism. He made the dis- 
tinction between believing in the scientific method 


and worshipping science itself. 

In regular order the author considers reasons given 
by college students for not being a Christian. In 
convincing style he reveals the fallacies of such 
declarations and challenges his readers to follow a 
devotional test. The book is finally completed with a 
chapter on the veracity and historicity of the gospels. 

“Campus Gods On Trial’ consists of 14 chapters. 
The content of each chapter cannot necessarily be 
construed from the chapter titles. At the back of the 
book the author has an appendix which deals with 
the means by which he secured his information. Ap- 
pendix B consists of books for suggested reading. 

It would be unjust to say this book is only for 
either college students or young people not in col- 
lege. It is profitable for any inquiring mind. Min- 
isters, especially, have many opportunities to put this 
book into the proper hands.—A. Wallace Copper. 


SEXUAL BEHAVIOR IN THE HUMAN FEMALE, by 
the Staff of the Institute for Sex Research, Indiana 
University. Alfred C. Kinsey, Wardell B. Pomeroy, 
Clyde E. Martin, Paul H. Gebhard. Saunders. 842 pp. 
$8.00. 1953. 

This book purports to be a milestone on the road 
toward a truly scientific approach to human sexual 
behavior. It has been awaited as was its predecessor 
on the male in 1948, with avid expectation, and both 
books have encountered a storm of acclaim, condem- 
nation and controversy. There are hundreds of pages 
of text, tables, statistics dealing with every kind of 
sexual behavior, normal and abnormal. 

No doubt this book on which so many years and 
‘so much skilled pains have been spent has its true 
value. In this writer’s opinion that value pertains. to 
the field of physicians, anthropologists, physiologists 
and like specialists. A professedly scientific work 
ought not to be boomed and boosted like an erotic 
novel. Eight thousand women are said to have been 
interviewed. When one considers the small sampling 
this is of the millions of American women one won- 
ders if it is really scientific to draw from it sweeping 
conclusions. 

One has doubts too about the typical character of 
‘women who readily answer the questions. Some of 
the Kinsey conclusions are simply bad and wrong, 
for example, that chastity may be harmful, that pre- 
marital sexual experiences help to adjustment in many 
‘beneficial ways. The failure of science, mere knowl- 
edge, good as they are, to make human beings any 
better or happier, is an old weary story. There is 
‘such a power in the world as love, divine and human 
ove, and without it all our investigations will come 
‘to nothing. If there are scientists who do not know 
this, it is just too bad.—Paul H. Roth. 

‘PREACHING FROM PICTURES, by Kenneth W. Sol- 


litt. Wilde. 150 pp. $2.50. , 
‘ae sie revised edition of a book published in 
1938. 


The revisions are not many. Colored prints 


+4 4 , 
December, 1993 


FOLDING 


BANQUET 


Direct Prices & 
Discounts to 
Churches, Schools 
Clubs, Lodges and 
All Organizations 


MONROE TRUCKS 


For storing Folding Tables and Chairs 
the easy, modern way Each truck 
handles either tables or chairs. Construc 
tion of Truck No, TSC permits storage 
in limited space, 


Transport-Storage 
Truck No. TSC 


Transport Truck No, TF 


Write for Discounts and Catalog showing 54 sizes and 
types of MONROE Folding Tables, and Trucks. Also 
popular line of Folding Chairs. 


THE “Monroe. 
70 CHURCH STREE 


CHURCH FURNITURE ¢ 


of 
ECCLESIASTICAL BEAUTY 
and 


DISTINCTIVE QUALITY 
Since 1884 


e 
Designed and Produced 


by 


THE JOSEPHINUM 
CHURCH FURNITURE CO. 
DEPT. E, COLUMBUS 7, OHIO 


Church Windows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass 


Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


CRE ate a2 Jy a 
CHURCH BULLETINS 
Scriptural — Artistically Nesigned 
Large Assortment — Self Selection. 
Lithographed — Special Days — General Use 
Be Sure to Get Our Free Catalog and Samples 


ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
DEPT. F., LOUISVILLE 12. KY. 


Page 423 7 


,PULPIT- -CHOIR 


CONFIRMATION 
BAPTISMAL 
DOCTORS 


MASTERS 
BACHELORS 


uicute> CHURCH BULLETINS - HONOR ROLLS 


Send for FREE Catalog con- 
taining illustrations and prices 
of the various types of bulle- 
tins made by us. A post card 
will do! Please mention name 
of your church. 


ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 


Dept. E Ashtabula, Ohio 


Don’t Play With Fire! 

At last a SAFETY CANDLE 
No flames, no drippings, Wedding Ceremony, 
Candle-Light and Easter Services, for Choirs, 
Processions, Glee Clubs, Plays, Pageants, etc., 
with batteries; pipe-lighted prism, cut plastic 
flame, $15.00 a dozen. Sample mailed $2.00. 


LOUIS J. LINDNER, 153-EX West 33rd St., 
New York TiN YY. 


PIPE ORGANS 


of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


if HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 


Say ot dm lm Bn tin i Dine Orn Em hm > ns n> By > fr | 


PINKING SHEARS 


Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, pre- 
cision made. Manvufacturer’s Christmas over- 
stock. Guaranteed $7.95 value or money 4 
> refunded. Order by mail, Lincoln Surplus Sales, 
» 1704 W. Farwell Ave., Chicago 26, Illinois. j 


[NARI AAP PPE GOP ISO F SOF ROC OR A Ae. 


“Peace on earth; good-will to men” 
to life, not a souvenir. 


is a code 


Page 424 


have replaced some of the black and white prints 
The author deals with a method of illustrating ser 
mons that had its vogue along with the ‘Book Ser 
mons,” and the like, a few years ago. The reviewel 
though guilty, has always had a doubt as t 
the propriety and wisdom of introducing such ele 
ments into the formal Morning Worship. However 
it has considerable value in Chapel Services and it 
services for young people. It has been a method, anc 
still is, prominent in every Sunday School, here anc 
overseas. Indeed it has a very high value in the 
mission field. There are sixteen pictures, all well 
known, presented, each with an order of worshiy 
and a sermon or story. In the closing chapters the 
author discusses ‘‘The Psychological Value” of suck 
preaching, “Finding and Studying Pictures,” “Com 
pleting the Sermon and the Service,” and “The Psy 
chology of Effective Preaching.’—Wm. Tait Paterson 


even 


IN PARABLES, by Clovis G. Chappell, Abingdon 


Cokesbury. 153 pp. $2.00. 
Most sermon-reading preachers have come acros: 


some of Dr. Chappell’s more than twenty books 
In his retirement he is still writing and publishing 
Twenty years ago he came forth with a volume on the 
Parables. Here is another. Of necessity, some of the 
same parables are dealt with, but there is no repeti 
tion in the new book. The preacher comes at them 
from a new angle and arrives at different conclu: 
sions (but not contradictory). Fourteen parables are 
considered. The sermons are clear, logical, relevant. 
not too long, and they ‘march.’ He has an object in 
view when he starts. He goes in a fairly straight line. 
He reaches his goal, and -he stops. In his interpreta- 
tions Dr. Chappell brings strong truths, bright hope, 
and his readers will see God. The preacher will be 
stirred to stand up and preach. The many illustra- 
tions for the most part are good and to the point, 
while some are on the. side of verbosity. 


—Wm. Tait Paterson. 
CHRISTIAN FAITH AND SOCIAL ACTION, a sym- 
pesium edited by John A. Hutchinson. Scribner’s. 


246 pp. $3.50. 
This book is vitally important to minister or layman. 


It deals with the place of Christianity in the modern 
world; the message of the gospel in a day of social, 
political and intellectual complexities. It is not the 
product of one mind, but is a symposium edited by 
Dr. John’ A. Hutchinson and consists of thirteen 
theses. Each individual contributing is eminent in the 
field of either sociology or theology. These men first 
began meeting many years. ago under the guidance 
of and in fellowship with Dr. Reinhold Neibuhr, whose 
students they had been years before. They called 
their organization “The Frontier Fellowship.” Out of 
the many searchings and discussions “Christian Faith 
and Social Action” came into being. The quality of 
the book is. able to be realized as the reader con- 
templates the names of such contributors’ as Roger 
F. Shinn, Clifford F. Stanley, Paul F. Lehmann, Paul 
Tillick, Vernon H. Halloway and Reinhold Niebuhr. 
The purpose of the book is to show the pace of 
Christian faith in the modern world. It seems to 
run the gamut of the whole social structure. It 
deals with the historical background of many con- 
temporary trends, shows how they developed, enum- 
erates the problems they have presented to modern 
man. The book also evaluates the position Chris- 
tians have taken regarding these trends as they 
developed; the reason the positions of the ‘church 
have changed from time to time regarding them. The 
writers put upon these trends and their basic causes 
the light of Christ, so the reader is able to nishea 
proper evaluation. Ke 
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Such matters as isolationism, neo-isolationism, inter- 
nationalism, idolatry in America, an evaluation of 
capitalism, socialism, communism, the United Nations 
and the place of Christian faith in this kind of a 
world are just a few of the multiple vital subjects 
considered. One gets a deeper insight into the signifi- 
cance of the book when some of the chapter titles 
are considered. They are entitled “The Christian 
Gospel and History,” “The Church, in but not of the 
world,” “The Foundation and Pattern of Christian 
Behaviour,” “The Person in a Technical Society,” and 
“Christian Faith and Social Action.” 

This book is affectionately and deservedly dedciated 
to Dr. Reinhold Neibuhr, whose influence and inspira- 
tion can be easily detected throughout the volume. 
“Christian Faith and Social Action” needs to be read 
now in the contemporary crisis for better under- 
standing and wisdom. Dr. Hutchinson has made an 
invaluable contribution to religious thought by making 
it possible for such brilliant evaluations to be avail- 
able to the modern mind.—A. Wallace Copper. 


THE SPREADING FLAME. THE RISE AND PROG- 

RESS OF CHRISTIANITY, by F. F. Bruce. Eerdmans. 

543 pp. $5.00. 
This volume by 


historian of the 


the brilliant and widely learned 
University of Sheffield, England, 
combines three volumes: The Dawn of Christianity, 
The Growing Day, and Light in the West, covering 
the period from the beginning of the Church to the 
fall of Jerusalem, A.D. 70; then to Constantine in 
313, and finally Christianity in Rome and its spread 
to the British Isles after the barbarian invasions. 

To put the story of the Church between the lim‘ts 
of two book-covers is always a tour de force, and the 
results are usually not exhilarating. This book is an 
exception. It is no mean feat to produce a narrative 
that is neither dull nor superficial, that conveys the 
sense of the author’s assured background of knowl- 
edge, and that is lighted up by the imaginative 
insight that makes the story of the Church not a 
mere history of an institution, but the spectacle of 
the triumphant movement of Christ through history 
both during His earthly walk and after He was 
taken up. Your reviewer is enthusiastic about this 
book and commends it to readers in and out of the 
‘schools. The wealth of apt quotation from Jewish 
and classical sources, besides from English literature, 
the sane, fearless judgments seasoned with wit, make 
the reading no task but a2 delightful privilege. Books 
like this meet a basic and urgent need in the present 
ecclesiastical amnesia.—Paul H. Roth. 


GLIMPSES OF A SACRED LAND, by Carl F. H. 


Henry. Wilde. 240 pp. $3.50. mn 7 : 
Dr. Henry is professor of Christian Philosophy in 


Fuller Theological Seminary. This book tells the story 
of a thirty-five day air-trip made recently (1952) to 
Bible lands. The writer is a keen and intelligent ob- 
server. He is also a well-informed student of Biblical 
lore, history and geography. Further, he has kept 
himself abreast of the modern movements in govern- 
ment, international relationships, and theology. As a 
result his descriptions of places and his comments on 
people are informative and interesting. The Biblical 
student will find much to repay him for the time he 
‘spends on this volume. However, it takes the writer 
seventy pages to get to Syria. Eighteen pages are 
devoted to a chapter on ‘America: Land in the Val- 
ley of Decision.” The last sixteen pages carry a 
Jecture on “Paul’s Address on Mars Hill.” This lec- 
ture was delivered in Athens. He made “a few 
rémarks on Mars Hill.” There is also quite a bit of 
preaching throughout the book. The reader will find 
much of interest in this small volume.—Wm. Tait 
Paterson. 
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Writing for 

Publication “2222825 300 
Writing to 

Servicemen  ............. 371 
Zion on 

Mississippi -...........--. 119. 


Matt. 15:28 (S) W.... 125 


Matt. 20:26-27 .(S) .. 295 
Matt. 21:21 (I)... 245 
Matt, 21:21-22 (1) art 


DR CS ees 
Mark 2:18-28 ‘(Sy 
Mark 8:6-21 (O) . 
6:14-29 (S) 


Mark 13:13 (S) —. 


DECEMBER, 1953 


GENERAL 
anconoligms +8) 405 
Book Reviews ............0........... 422 
Christmas ......398, 401, 411, 421 
Genrchoshain tk: 407 
Church Methods ...............:.. 406 
Btitorial 202, £2 ieee 404 
Soom Inside 2-02 ......... 420 
Illustrations, Johansen _.... 417 
Samtor ePulpit ccs 202... 416 
Wee htep. oe ee ... 407 
Lord’s Birthday (Poem) _.. 421 
Low In A Manger (Poem) 415 
) RUS SSDS Se See a 408 
New Year’s (Poem) ........... 405 
New Year's Eve, 

Me Uri ateMmie 402 
Sentences to Serve 2.0000... 404 
Sermons " ... 409 
Universal Bible ‘Sanday .... 407 
Watchnight Program _..... 402 

ARTICLES 
Christmas, Newton =n. ORS 
Peerless Promise, Baker 401 
Watchnight Program, 

Kuntzleman BATS Ros 402 

JUNIOR SERMONS 
eae Vous riease 2003) 416 
Building Walls . 416 

METHODS 
Available Tracts _......... 406, 407 
Bible Sunday ..... == 407 


Christmas Supplies 
Delinquents ____.... 
Home Telephone | ee 
Laughter—Tonic 


New Ideas —..2. 408 
Prayer 

Reformation Unfinished 406 
Slave jAnétion “0 eo 407 
Strength From God ........... 406 


Luke 4:18 
Luke 6:38 (1) 
Luke 6:46 (I) 
Luke 8:40-56 (S) - 
Luke 
Luke 
Luke 
Luke 
Luke 
Luke 
Luke 
John 
John 
John 
John 
John 
John 
John 
John 


(S) .. 241 
PPO-2T SY 2k 


17:17-18 


(1) 


8:32 
10:10b Sy = 98, 
12:19-21 (FI) ... 
12:82 (S) .... _15, 
12:46 (S) 


9260S pees 
16:25-40 (S).....--- 


December, 1953 


SERMONS 
How to Live, Carpenter... 413 
Jesus, Redeemer, Copper .... 411 
O. T. Beatitudes, 

Johansen ....... 409 
ILLUSTRATIONS 
American Story ................. 422 
Babies and Battles .....0<< 418 
Benga Wyaeee nis tek oc 420 
Build Me a Church . 421 
Christ in Christmas ............ 420 
Churely Sehool 2<.-2.:........5... 421 
Gloom Inside .. 420 
Lax ‘Parents. <.:...<:...:: ~-- 422 
Liberty, Not License .......... 417 
Lora’s Birthday. ....2...6..«< 421 
Low In a Manger . 415 
BEVIN ATSC. At hs 118 
ND ATU PE he es . 417 
Preaching and Deeds ........ 421 
Son of God . 418 
Teen Agers 422 
When Power Comes ............ 417 
SCRIPTURE TEXTS 

I—IUustrations 
JS—Junior Sermons 
S—Sermons 
HST SU URS) ee ae ee 413 
Jer. 
Matt. 
Luke 2: 
Luke 
Luke 
Rom. 
Rom. 
Gal. 
ARO VI a Soar hooker 401 
I Gor.’ 1:28 (8S) 
LaCor, Te25 Ch)) 
Ee Cori 2227, 11) en 
E.Gor> 15:20 (S)s 89. 
I Cor; 15:28. (Sj 208 
II Cor. 2: 6-8 (S) ...... 382 
UieCorscbl¢S)6 soe e719 


II Cor. 4:8-10 (JS)..... 
UE - Core 5:10: (1) ne 
II Cor. 10:3-6 (S) 
II Cor. 12::7-9 -(S) ...-~ 
Gal. 


3:14 (1) - 


Hebr. 4:12 (I) . 
Hebr. 9:15 (1) 
Hebr. 11:4 (S) .. 
James 1:17 (1) .... 


22:4 (I) —...... 888 


Cotrell ond Leonard 


Choir, Pulpit and 
Judicial Gowns, 
Academic Caps, 

Gowns and Hoods 


— Cotrellieheonsed ao 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 


For Pastor’s Use ...-.-. 


New cards, folders, calendars, letter- 
heads. Attractive, religious in text, rea- 
sonably priced. 

—INDIVIDUALIZED GREETINGS— 


May use your own message. Will print picture 
of yourself, family, parsonage, or church on 
our ‘54 calendars. 


None better—''Priced for the pastor."’ 
Write today for samples 


Printed supplies for the pastor 
—60¢ CHURCH BULLETINS A SPECIALTY— 


CEDAR FALLS 
IOWA 


wootvasre 


PRELNTING 


CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT VESTMENTS 


Hangings - Ornaments 
and Supplies 
Catalog Free on request 


THE C. E. WARD CO. 
New London, Ohio 


Cataiog and fine selections of 
sample materials on request. 
Fair Prices. Mention whether 
for Pulpit or Choir. 

DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 


1153 South 4th St., Greenville, III. 


L 


The heaviest burden of mankind? 
Pride, Vanity, Envy. 


Page 429 
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WHERE TO BUY CHURCH 
EQUIPMENT 


FREE 48-page book tells how— 
shows 200 original ideas for 
reasonably priced, solid bronze 

nameplates, awards, testimonials 
honor rolls, memorials, markers 


aa) 
Write for FREE Brochure A Soe 
For trophy, medal, cup ideas ask for 
Brochure B. 
ALTAR WARE COMMUNION SERVICE 
Sudbury Brass Goods ...... 430 Sanitary Com. Service 42! 


; BULLETIN BOARDS GOWNS, (Pulpit and Choir) 
Gjulburw Astabula Sign Co soa gener =: Sita ae 
Ste Desa ee rs Cotrell & Leonard, Ine. .. 42! 


a se Co., Ine. .... 425 
Wea Cenk oy DeMoulin Bros. ............---- 42! 


or over a quarter of a | CALENDARS AND Bee ang me 24 pS 
= as 5 ar Ons . 6. waaccuqonenwee ’ 
centur rite for catalog and listing CHRISTMAS SUEe I +E 
of local dealers desirous of serving you. Goodenough & Woglom ... 426 VawopiaL TABLETS 
Woolverton) 2322 a 429 
Intl Bronze) <2 2s. 43 
SUDB BRASS GOODS 60. | canote & canpte sets y copanrous 


Dept. 16 55 Sudbury Street, Boston 14, Mass. | EMKAY (Muench-Kreuzer) 400 ~ College of Metaphysics .... 42 
LPR ae og ren NS, 424 Lincoln Surplus .............. 42 
. CHAIRS AND TABLES ORGANS 
Rokdaia) Austin Organ’ 2.22 42 
OLDING CHAIRS |iRGeenotrmrras is 
— : Redington & Co., J. P.... 430 PUBLISHERS 
TTI \ wm Steet ABINGDON-COKESBURY 39 
| \y \\ f\ 01 Wood CHURCH BULLETINS JUDSON PRESS ........... 41 
paras and PAPERS UPPER ROOM. .............. 43 
SS FOLDING BANQUET Eccl. Art Press 423 ~ 
TABLES ; SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPPLIE 
CHURCH F STANDARD PUB- 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE peer te TISHING “6, aaa Pe 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES Josephinum Furniture ... 423 é 
P =W. AS Wilde ©2222 Ag 
Manitowoc Ch. Furn. ...... 427 
OSssit® Cos (het ck Sees 425 WINDOWS (Stained Glass) 


Redington & Co., J. P. .... 421 St. Joeph’s Art Glass .... 4% 


Ban PRINT YOUR name, house number, street address, 
city, zone number, and state, so catalogs and infor- 


i G re) W ma Ss mation sent on your inquiry will reach you. 


ees and oe ; INISTERS do not BUY just when they rea 
quarters for The Expositor, nor when they see your equij 
RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES ment advertised. They keep The Exposito 
PPA, church Furniture » Stoles refer to.it, are influenced by it, and bind it at the clo 
+ S Embroideries - Vestments of a volume for continuous use as a source of help ar 


Sa Hangings - Communion information. Ministers and committees buy whe 
they have need for various items, and have plans fe 


CATALOG ON REQUEST 


US 2d 
‘| 


pongo . “—7)° 4: 
: payment of things purchased. Building, Remodelin 
pal ational SUPPLY COMPANY and replacement ff equipment and Sadie NE" 


~23 ; y 3 : : . . . he 
821-23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA equipment is a continuous process in the Church fiel 
‘i oe . 


The Ex posite 


~ 4 < 


a 4 Pee \ ir. 


